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Children with disabilities, additional needs or who are neurodiverse.
Children and young people who have disabilities, additional needs or are neurodivergent may, through physical or learning disabilities, require more help with personal care, such as washing, dressing, toileting, feeding or mobility. They may behave in a non-age-appropriate way. Others may experience difficulties in communication through sensory disability but have no learning disability. Yet others may have mild or moderate learning difficulties, some of which may be specific, which affect their ability to process information, communicate and socialise. Whatever the special needs, it is important to remember that every child is different, and assumptions should not be made about them.
The church can have a pivotal role in empowering and including children and young people with special needs in all-age and all-ability activities, in ways which they may not encounter in other areas of their life. To help this process, the following may be of assistance:
 
• ask the child as well as their parents or carers about their specific needs and how they can be met in the church or activity context
• if you divide your activities by age, consult with the child and their parents or carers about which is the most appropriate group for them to join; churches usually have more flexibility than schools, for instance, but equally the child’s self-esteem may be damaged if placed in a younger group
• ensure that all leaders involved with the child are aware of their specific needs; consider whether you need an extra leader to include the child or young person and whether they need, where possible, the same adult to work with them consistently
• if a child needs personal assistance, ensure that this is given by a leader of the same gender 
• develop appropriate disability awareness with all leaders, including the use of appropriate language
• when planning programmes, consider the special needs of children in the group
• be clear about what acceptable behaviour is and what is not ― if a child’s behaviour is known to be challenging, negotiate with the child and their parents or carers about the sanctions for unacceptable behaviour
• ensure your buildings are accessible (for instance, with ramp access, disabled toilets, hearing loop system).



Children and young people with special needs may be at greater risk of abuse and there is therefore a need for extra vigilance on the part of workers:

 
• children or young people with disabilities may have or seek more physical contact and may require higher levels of personal care
• the definition of what constitutes abuse is wider for children with disabilities, and can include force-feeding, financial abuse, over-medication and segregation
• children may not fully understand what is said to them or may not be able to express themselves in ways that can be understood.
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