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DIOCESAN SYNOD  

 

LIVING IN LOVE & FAITH 

 

1. Synod members have received a letter from Bishop Christopher detailing the Diocese of 
Southwark’s intention to undertake the National Church’s consultation/listening exercise at 
our Diocesan Synod and provide feedback to the national process around the following 
two key areas, with a focus on the �rst: 

• Allowing the House of Bishops and the General Synod to vote on a complete package, 
including proposals for ‘bespoke’ (standalone) services for the Prayers of Love and Faith 
& appropriate pastoral reassurance – with clarity on the theological underpinning of 
these proposals 

• Allowing the House of Bishops to agree a timetable for consideration of the question of 
clergy entering same-sex civil marriages. 

 
2. Our session will be facilitated by Dr Nick Shepherd, national LLF Programme Director, who 

has been coordinating this work nationally to gather feedback on the principles and 
workability of the proposals to help shape them, the accompanying guidance, and 
planning of implementation. 

3. Through this consultation, those coordinating this work nationally are seeking to 
understand: 

• How well-informed are people on the LLF journey to date? 
• What levels of conversations have happened - or are happening - in parishes and other 

expressions of church? 
• What do people think in general about the proposals? Do they help local churches and 

what challenges remain? 
• How might the proposals be better expressed or explained? 
• What questions are there that ongoing work needs to help answer? 
• What other issues and ideas might it be helpful to consider?  

4. There is a full set of resources available on the Church of England website. In advance of 
the meeting please prepare by reading through the below resources of which copies will 
be available on tables: 

• The �rst one gives a general update on the process to date, and details key aspects of 

the draft proposals for the use of the Prayers of Love and Faith (PLF) including in 

standalone services, and the accompanying proposed pastoral reassurance. 

• The second leaflet provides more detail on the theological work that has already been 

done by the Church of England’s Faith and Order Commission and the Episcopal 

Reference Group. 

• A video is available to provide further information and context for our conversations, 

which will also be played at the meeting. 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith/informal-consultations-diocesan-synods
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2FKMIWCKZ3kC2474gFvhmf5Mj7U%3Fdomain%3Dchurchofengland.org&data=05%7C02%7CCharles.Hudson-Beddows%40southwark.anglican.org%7Cf0b547a3103b43acf87508dd899c3164%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C638818026124738065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E9OXHeTVVUdJlf71YbuvQUgQqRXkwqxZ88N04Dvgu38%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2FF70MCL83liRQBQxIPi0fyUE-D%3Fdomain%3Dchurchofengland.org&data=05%7C02%7CCharles.Hudson-Beddows%40southwark.anglican.org%7Cf0b547a3103b43acf87508dd899c3164%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C638818026124752145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WGGuJbYLTKu1BnORzxHl9BSdUItv9e6g6ljmhrPvKx4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2FBRicCMQ3mCqzBzKhWsWf8Un6d%3Fdomain%3Dchurchofengland.org&data=05%7C02%7CCharles.Hudson-Beddows%40southwark.anglican.org%7Cf0b547a3103b43acf87508dd899c3164%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C638818026124764812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UM7VAlAgECoHxHg1BuOI6gXYQi3zcN8dkoA%2FDt6pHaQ%3D&reserved=0


5. Our discussions will take place in small groups, with people moving between tables 
halfway through the session so that we can ensure a good mix of views and conversation. 
All will be explained on the day. Members who have sent apologies will be sent the usual 
link to watch the proceedings if they are able. Those joining online in this way will be able 
to participate with each other online for this item only. They will be sent the link to access 
Mentimeter. We will not, however, be able to change groups online and there will be no 
way to interact with the Synod more generally.  

6. We will be gathering feedback through an anonymous online portal (‘Mentimeter’) using 
your phones or tablets. There will be QR codes and weblinks on the screens, and on cards 
that you will be given, which will allow you to open the live feedback forms. These cards 
will be handed to you when you sign in on arrival. Sta� will be on hand to support anyone 
having di�culty with logging onto the portal, and there will be paper forms available if 
you are unable to access the digital portal. A summary of the feedback received will be 
made available following the meeting along with the usual Synod summary. 

7. Chaplaincy provision will be available for both Diocesan Synod members, and sta�, at the 
Synod meeting and in the days around it. The Revd Anna Drew and the Revd Charlie 
Lamont will be working with our own Synod Lay Chaplain, Adrian Greenwood, to ensure 
that you have an ear to hear your concerns, and someone to pray with, in con�dence. 
Those attending online who may feel they need chaplaincy provision can email Charlie 
Hudson-Beddows (governance@southwark.anglican.org) with their phone number, and 
he will try to connect you with a chaplain.  

8. The session will be followed by a service of Compline. 

9. I am grateful to all, including the Southwark sta� team, who have worked to prepare to 
make these conversations fruitful and constructive. I hope that we have created a space 
where people can express views across the spectrum of convictions and I ask that at all 
times Synod members remember Bishop Christopher’s request that we speak well of each 
other and �nd ways to disagree well. As he said in his Presidential Address to Synod last 
July, the commitment to speak well of each other is ‘not about avoiding di�cult issues, or 
managing complexity, but rather about honouring Christ in one another  - for all those 
who have been baptised have received the Holy Spirit and have an honoured place in the 
body of Christ’.   

Nicola Thomas 
Diocesan Secretary 
July 2025 
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