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How safe are your church and church hall?

Everyyear,anumberofaccidentsoccurinchurches,churchhallsandchurchyards.Notonlydoesthiscausepainandsufferingtothosewhoare
injured,itcanoftenresultinthedisruptionofthesmoothrunningofthechurchanditsvariousactivities.

Forexample,ifacleaner,caretaker,organistorothervoluntaryorpaidmemberofthechurchstaffisinjuredandunabletocarryouttheirnormal
duties,itmaybeextremelydifficulttofindareplacementatshortnotice.Aswellasthepossibilitythataninjuredpersonmaylooktomakeaclaim
againstthechurchforcompensation,insomecircumstancesitmaybepossibleforacriminalprosecutiontobebroughtunderhealthandsafetylaw.

Self Assessment

Thisselfassessmentwillhelpyoutoidentifysomeofthestepsyoumightneedtotaketomanagehealthandsafetyproperly.Itwillalsopinpointsome
ofthemorecommonhazardswherefurtheractionmaybenecessary.Inthiscontext,thefollowingquestionsetisnotexhaustiveandyoumighthave
toconsiderotheraspectstomeetsomeofthelegaldutiesyoumayhave.Thiswilldependonyourownparticularcircumstancesandthe
guidancewehavepreparedwillhelpdeterminewhatisrequiredofyou.Thisisavailableatwww.ecclesiastical.com/healthandsafety

Taketimetoworkthrougheachofthequestions,usingthenotesprovidedtohelpyouanswerthem.Whenresponding,thinkaboutyourownchurch
andtheactivitiesthattakeplacethere.Ifyouanswer‘No’toanyofthequestions,thenoteswillhelpyoudecidewhatfurtheractionyoumightneedto
take.Usingyourresponses,youcanthendevelopaplantohelpyoumeetanyresponsibilitiesyoumayhave.

Itisagoodideatoreviewyourhealthandsafetyarrangementsperiodicallyorwhencircumstanceschange.Itmaybeusefultorevisityourresponses
tothisquestionnairetohelpyoudothis.
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Self Assessment

Managing Health and Safety

1

Doweneedadviceonhow
wemanageourhealthand
safetyresponsibilities?

N/ANoYes

Whereyourchurchisanemployer,youshouldappointsomeonewhoiscompetenttohelpyoucomply
withanyrelevanthealthandsafetyobligationsyoumayhave.Acompetentpersonissomeonewiththe
necessaryskills,knowledgeandexperiencetomanagehealthandsafetyproperly.

Forsmallerchurchesengagedinnormalactivities,thisissomethingyoucanmanagewithoutbringingin
outsideexperthelp.One(ormore)ofyoucanbeappointedintotherole,providedyouhavesome
appropriateknowledgeandarewillingtoaccepttheresponsibility.Asregardstoknowledge,simply
beingabletorefertoandunderstandrelevantguidance(forexample,thatprovidedbytheHealthand
SafetyExecutiveorourselves)willbeenoughinmanycases.

Whereyouarenotconfidentaboutmanaginghealthandsafety,youmayneedtodevelopyour
competencyfurtherorbringinexternalhelpforsupport.Thismayonlybethecaseforlargerorvery
activechurcheswithsignificantnumbersofemployees,volunteersandvisitors,or,wheretherearemany
diverseactivities.

2

Ahealthandsafetypolicyisawrittendocumentthatsetsoutyourgeneralapproachandcommitment,
alongwiththearrangementsthatyouhaveputinplaceformanaginghealthandsafetyinyourchurch.

Whereyouareanemployerandhavefiveormoreemployees,youwillneedoneanditwillneedtomeet
certainrequirements.Forexample,itwillneedtodetailtheorganisationandarrangementsformanaging
healthandsafety.Anyriskassessmentsyoucompletewillhelpinformwhatneedstobeincluded.The
policywillneedtoberevisedperiodicallyandcommunicatedtoallemployeesandvolunteers.

Ifyouprepareapolicy,youshouldformallyminuteitsadoption.Youmayalsowanttoconsiderhowhealth
andsafetyisreviewedovertime.

Doweneedtopreparea
writtenhealthand
safetypolicy?

N/ANoYes

Notes
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You can then translate this information into an Event Safety Plan if you need one.

Read more about personal injuries
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Doweneedtocomplete
riskassessments?

N/ANoYes

Youneedtoensurethatreasonableprecautionsareinplaceatthechurch.Todothis,youneedtothink
aboutwhatmightcauseharmtopeople.Youwillthenneedtodecideiftheprecautionsalreadyinplace
areadequate.Iftheyarenot,youmayneedtoidentifyfurtheractiontopreventanydanger.Whendone
formally,thisisknownasariskassessment.

Whereyouareanemployer,youmustcompletetheseandtheywillneedtomeetspecificrequirements.In
particular,theymustidentifythestepsyouneedtotaketocomplywithrelevanthealthandsafetyregulations.
Ifyouemployfiveormoreemployees,theymustberecordeddetailinganysignificantfindingsandthose
whomaybeespeciallyatrisk.

Youshouldalsorememberthatifyouownorcontrolpremises,youmightstillhavetocompletedetailed
riskassessmentsforcertainhazards(forexample,asbestos,fire,etc.).

Whateverthecase,completingriskassessmentsisnotaboutcreatinghugeamountsofpaperwork.Itis
aboutidentifyingsensibleprecautionsforyourchurch.Completingtheseontheirownwon’tpreventaccidents
happening,butitisimportantthatyoutaketheprecautionsyouhaveidentifiedasbeingnecessary.

Notes
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Doweprovideadequate
trainingandinformation
foremployeesand
volunteers?

N/ANoYes

Employeesandvolunteersneedtoknowhowtoworksafelyandprotectothers.Tohelpwiththis,adequate
informationandtrainingisimportantandyoumayneedtoprovidethisforthem.

Anyriskassessmentsyouhavecompletedshouldhelpyoudecideexactlywhatisrequiredinyourparticular
circumstances.Itshouldbeproportionateanddeliveredinatimelymanner.

Formanychurches,providingsimpleinformationorinstructionislikelytobesufficientwithouttheneedfor
extensivetechnicaltrainingortheuseofexternaltrainers.Don’tforgetcontractorsandself-employedpeople
whomaycompleteworkforyou.Theymayneedcertainhealthandsafetyinformationtodothisproperly(for
example,knowingifasbestosispresent).Itisalsoimportanttoconsiderthespecificneedsofnew,
inexperiencedoryoungeremployeesand/orvolunteers.

Asfarastrainingisconcerned,thekeythingistomakesurethatitisrelevantandeasilyunderstood.It
shouldensurethattraineesknowthehazardstheymayface,theprecautionstheyneedtotakeandany
emergencyprocedurestheyneedtofollow.

Astimegoesby,thepeopleinthechurchresponsibleforcertaintasksmaychange.Keepingrecordsofany
informationandtrainingprovidedwillhelpyoutoidentifywhenrefresheroradditionaltrainingmightbe
needed.Theycanalsoassistinthedefenceofaclaimshouldonearise.Thetrainingrecordshouldcontain
detailofwhathasbeenprovided,whenthiswasdoneandbywhom,alongwithtraineessigningtostatethat
theyhavereceivedandunderstoodit.

Read more about personal injuries
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Areourarrangementsfor
firstaidanddealingwith
anyaccidentadequate?

Itisimportantthatimmediateassistanceisprovidedifsomeoneistakenillorisinjuredatyourchurch.
Firstaidcansavelivesandpreventminorinjuriesfrombecomingmajorones.Assuch,youshould
implementsuitablearrangementsandprovideadequatefacilities.

Ifyouareanemployer,youwillhavetomeetdetailedstatutoryresponsibilitieswhenconsideringthisforyour
employeesandvolunteers.Whilethesedonotextendtocovermembersofthepublic,wewouldsuggest
thatyoumakeprovisionforthemaswell.Theextentofthearrangementsandfacilitiesrequiredwilldepend
onyourparticularcircumstancesandyoumayhavetoformallyassesswhatisneeded.

Asaminimum,wewouldrecommendthatyoushouldhaveasuitablystockedfirstaidbox,apersonwho
willtakechargeofthefirstaidarrangements,andproviderelevantinformationforemployeesandvolunteers.
Forlargerchurchesorthoserunningcertainevents,youmayneedadditionalarrangementsorfacilities–
possiblyincludingatrainedfirstaider.

Intheeventofanaccident,youmayneedtoreportittotheEnforcingAuthorityandkeepcertainrecords.
Furtherguidanceonwhatyouneedtodointhesecircumstancesisprovidedat:

Keepingrecordswillalsohelpyoutoidentifypatternsofaccidentsandhelpwhenreviewingyourrisk
assessments.Asinsurers,wewouldwanttoseetheserecordsifaclaimissubmitted.

Whereyouhavemorethan10employeesyoumustkeepanaccidentbookundersocialsecuritylaw.

N/ANoYes

Read more about personal injuries
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Dowecarryoutadequate
healthandsafetycheck

N/ANoYes

Youshouldmakeperiodiccheckstoensurethattheprecautionsyouhavetakenremaineffectiveand
adequate.Thismayincludesimpleinspectionstocheckthatthechurchpremisesandanylifting
(forexample,ropesorchains),work(forexample,ladders)orelectricalequipment(forexample,powertools)
aresafe.Churchutilities(forexample,fixedwiringorgasboilers)willneedtoberegularlycheckedaswell.
Whereasbestosispresent,itsconditionmayalsoneedtobecheckedperiodicallywhereitisleftinsitu.

Specificlegalrequirementswillapplywhereyouareanemployerorareincontrolofpremises.Therisk
assessmentsyouhavecompletedwillidentifycircumstanceswherethesecheckswillbenecessary.They
shouldalsoidentifywhatexactlyisrequired,suchas,howfrequentlytheseneedtobecompleted.
Anexampleistheperiodicinspectionandtestingoffixedelectricalwiringeveryfiveyears.

Whereyouhavecompletedriskassessmentsordraftedahealthandsafetypolicy,theseshouldalsobe
subjecttoperiodicreview.Thismaybeparticularlyrelevantwhereyouthinkthattheyarenolongervalidor
therehasbeenasignificantchange.

www.hse.gov.uk/riddor

http://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor
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Formostchurches,thingsmaynotchangethatmuchovertime,butifyoudecidetoholdadifferenteventor
activity,youshouldalwaysconsiderwhatadditionalprecautionswillbenecessary.

Keepingrecordsofthechecksyoumakewillhelpdemonstratethatyouhavemetanylegaldutiesthatmight
applytoyou.

Notes

Dowekeepadequatehealth
andsafetyrecords?

N/ANoYes

Insomecircumstances,keepingcertainrecordsisrequiredbylaw(forexample,riskassessments).Beyond
this,wherethingsdogowrong,beingabletoshowdocumentaryevidenceofthearrangementsyouhavein
placecanhelpdefendagainstanyclaim-particularlyiftheseappeartobefraudulent.

Theextentofthedocumentationrequiredwillbedependentonyourparticularcircumstances,broadly,this
couldinclude:

▪Informationgatheredasaresultofanaccident,forexample,witnessstatements,accidentbookentries,
firstaidreports,etc.

▪Documentscompletedtomeethealthandsafetyrequirements;forexample,policy,riskassessments,
recordsofmaintenance,inspectionsorotherchecks,recordsofinformationandtrainingprovided,etc.

7

Managing Specific Hazards
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Slipsandtripsarethemostcommoncausesofaccidentsinchurches.Injurycanbecausedbyslippingon
thegroundoutsidethechurch(duetoice,moss,orraisedpavingslabs,etc.),ortrippingoverinthe
building(duetooldunevenfloorsortrailingleadsfromelectricalequipment,etc.).Whilemostinjuriesare
minor,otherscanbequitesevereand,insomecasesaredisabling.

Youshouldcarryoutathoroughinspectionofyourchurchtoidentifyanysliportriphazardsandany
precautionsthatarenecessary.Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,theseshoulddothis
foryou.

Youshouldremembertoincludethechurchyard,churchhallandcarparkinyourinspectionwhereyou
havethem.

Youshouldalsoconsiderthedifficultythefrail,elderlyanddisabledmayhaveinnegotiatingaccesstoand
fromyourchurch,aswellothervisitorswhomaybeunfamiliarwithitslayoutandfeatures.

Areourprecautions
adequatetopreventslips
andtripsinandaround
ourchurch?

N/ANoYes



Youmayneedtocompletemorefrequentchecks
beforeorduringeventsandwheretheweatheris
inclementorbecomesmoreseasonal.

Youwillalsoneedtoconsiderhowanydefectsthat
areidentifiedaregoingtobeputright.Ifthiscan’t
bedoneimmediatelyandtheypresentasignificant
danger,youwillneedtoprovideadditionalprecau-
tionstoguardagainstthis.Thismaybeintheform
ofbarriers,coverings,warningsignsetc.
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beforeorduringeventsandwheretheweatheris
inclementorbecomesmoreseasonal.

Youwillalsoneedtoconsiderhowanydefectsthat
areidentifiedaregoingtobeputright.Ifthiscan’t
bedoneimmediatelyandtheypresentasignificant
danger,youwillneedtoprovideadditionalprecau-
tionstoguardagainstthis.Thismaybeintheform
ofbarriers,coverings,warningsignsetc.
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Areourprecautions
adequatewherethere
isariskoffalling
fromheight?

N/ANoYes

Everydaytasksinvolvingworkatheightarerequiredinmanychurches,buttheycanposeariskofserious
injuryfromfallstothoseinvolved.Typically,accidentsinvolvefallingfromladdersorstepladders,raisedopen
edgesorthroughrooflightsorfragileroofingmaterial.

Inmanyinstances,workingatheightshouldbelefttotheprofessionals,butinsomecircumstancesitis
necessaryforchurchemployeesorvolunteerstodothis.Wherethisisthecase,youmustplanthework,
makingsurethatitisdonesafelyusingequipmentthatissuitableandproperlymaintained.

Youshouldidentifywhereworkoraccessatheightmayberequiredinyourchurch,makingsurethatthe
precautionsyouhaveinplaceareadequate.Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,theseshould
dothisforyou.

Youshouldpayparticularattentiontotheprecautionsyouhaveinplaceforthesafeuseofladdersor
stepladders.

Notes

10

A‘hazardoussubstance’cantakemanyforms.Typicalexamplesinachurchincludepetrol,pesticides,
insecticides,weedkillers,fertilisersandliquidpetroleumgas.Itcanalsoincludeanysubstancewhose
packagingismarkedwithahazardsymbol(forexample,flammable,corrosive,etc.).

Ifyouareanemployer,youshouldidentifywhathazardoussubstancesareusedatyourchurch,makingsure
thattheprecautionsyouhaveinplaceareadequate.Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,these
shoulddothisforyou.

Formany‘household’products(forexample,polishes,paints,cleaningproducts,etc.),simplyfollowingthe
manufacturer’sinstructionsonstorageandusewillbesufficient.

Areourprecautions
adequatewherewe
usehazardous
substances?

N/ANoYes

Read more about personal injuries
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Haveweidentifiedifour
churchbuildingscontain
asbestosand,iftheydo,
areourarrangements
adequatefor
preventingexposure
tohazardousfibres?

N/ANoYes

Asbestos,ifdisturbed,damagedorinapoorcondition,canbehazardoustohealth.Somechurchesmay
containasbestos,particularlyiftheyhavebeenrefurbished,alteredorextendedduringthe20thcentury
(butpriortotheyear2000).Itmayalsobepresentinheatingsystems,flooringorceilingtiles,pipeorgans,
organblowerboxes,roofingmaterials,andsoon.

Thoseresponsibleforthemaintenanceorrepairofnon-domesticpremises(includingchurches)havea
statutorydutytomanagetherisksfromanyasbestosthatmightbepresent.Here,youmust:

▪Findoutifasbestosispresentandassesstheriskofanyonebeingexposedtofibres,makingand
keepingsuitablerecordsup-to-date.
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13 N/ANoYes

Manychurcheshavelarge,heavyornatefontcoversthatareraisedandloweredbyasystemofpulleysand
counterweights.Similarmechanismsarealsousedtoraiseandlowercandelabraandsanctuarylamps.In
muchlargerchurches,otherexamplesofliftingequipmentcouldincludepassengerliftsandhoists.

Inmanycases,liftingequipmentshouldbethoroughlyexaminedperiodicallybyacompetentperson.Usually,
thisis:

▪Everysixmonthsforaccessoriesusedforliftingandequipmentusedforliftingpeople

▪Oratleastevery12monthsinthecaseofotherliftingequipment.

Theperiodsstatedarethemaximumperiodsbetweeneachexaminationunlessthereisanexamination
schemeproducedbyacompetentpersoninplace,whichcanspecifylongerorshorterperiodsdepending
ontheriskofdefectsarising.

Allexaminationworkshouldbecompletedbyacompetentperson(someonewiththenecessaryskills,
knowledgeandexperience).

Areregularinspections
ofliftingequipment
completed?

6

11

Notes

▪Prepareaplanthatsetsoutindetailhowtherisksfromthesematerialswillbemanaged,includingtraining,
takingthenecessarystepstoputtheplanintoactionandreviewingitperiodically

▪Provideinformationonthelocationandconditionofthematerialstoanyonewhoisliabletoworkonor
disturbthem.

12 N/ANoYes

Numerouschurchfirescanbeattributedtofaultyelectricwiringorapparatus.Thiscanalsocauseserious
personalinjury,suchasshocksorburns.

Electricalsystemsincludingwiring,switchgear,anyfixedmachinery,andportableelectricalappliances
needtobemaintainedtopreventdanger.

Fixedinstallationsshouldbeinspectedandtestedatfive-yearlyintervals.

Portableelectricalequipmentwillneeduserchecks,visualinspectionsandappliancetestingdepending
uponthetypeofequipment,theriskofitbecomingfaulty,andhowtheequipmentisconstructed.

Areallelectricalsystems
andequipmentingood
conditionand
properlymaintained?

1
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Areourarrangements
adequatewherewehold
majorservices,concerts
andotherfundraising
events?

N/ANoYes

Manychurcheshostmajorservices(forexample,atChristmasorEaster),concertsandpublicperformances,
aswellasadiverserangeoffundraisingevents(includingfêtes,fireworkdisplays,charitywalksandeven
abseilingdowntowers,etc.).

Asaneventorganiseryouwillneedtoplan,manageandmonitortheeventtomakesurethatyouremployees,
volunteersandthevisitingpublicarenotexposedtohealthandsafetyrisks.

Formanyevents,allthat’srequiredistofollowabasicseriesoftasks.Theseincludefocussingon:

▪Planningfortheevent–thelevelofdetailinyourplanningshouldbeproportionatetothescaleofthe
eventandthedegreeofriskassociatedwithit

▪Managingtheeventsothatitrunssafely–hereyoumayneedtoensureadequatecoordinationofthe
activities,providetrainingforemployeesandothers,monitortheprecautionsyouhaveputintoplace,etc.

▪Planningforincidentsandemergencies–sothatyoucanrespondpromptlyinanappropriatemanner.
Again,thiswillbedependentuponthelevelofriskpresentedbyanyevent.

Notes

15

14

Firescannotonlycausesignificantdamageanddisruption,butcanalsoputlivesatrisk.

Employers,owners,landlords,occupiersorthosewhocontrolnon-domesticpremises(includingchurches)
haveastatutorydutytomanagetheriskfromfire.

Here,youmust:
▪Carryoutafireriskassessmentofthepremisesandreviewitregularly
▪  Tellemployeesandothersabouttherisksyou’veidentified
▪  Putinplaceandmaintainappropriatefiresafetymeasures
▪  Planforanemergency
▪  Provideemployeesandotherswithinformation,firesafetyinstructionandtraining.

Havewecarriedoutafire
riskassessment,
implementing
theprecautions
identifiedinit?

N/ANoYes
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▪Theadequacyofaccessroutes

▪Theadequacyoftheprotectionaffordedbyparapetsandaccesswidthsaroundspires

▪Anynecessaryprotectionwherethetourincludescrossingsathighlevel

▪Thesuitabilityofhandrails

▪Anyprecautionswherethereareheightrestrictionsorotherprojections

▪Theadequacyoflighting

▪Thepreventionofunauthorisedaccess

▪Safeaccesstobellringingchambers

▪ Suspendingtoursintheeventofinclementweather

▪ Anystoragearrangementsrequired–forpushchairs,largebags,etc.atgroundlevel

▪ Sequencingtours

▪Safetyinformationrequiredforvisitors–includingnotices,etc.

Notes

Areourarrangementsadequate
wherewehostpublictoursof
towersorotherhighlevels?

Towertoursareagreatwaytoraisefundsformanychurchesthatrunthese.However,towersbytheirnature
canbehazardousplaces,soitisimportantthatadequateprecautionsaretakentoguardagainstaccidents
occurring.

Wheretowertoursareplanned,youshouldidentifyspecifichazardsandchecktheadequacyofthe
precautionsinplace.Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,theseshoulddothisforyou.

Youwillneedtoconsideranumberofaspects,including:

▪Themaximumnumberofpersonspermittedonthetour

▪Thenumberofanystewardsrequiredandmeansofcommunicationbetweenthem

N/ANoYes
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Areourprecautions
adequatetoensurethe
safetyofbellringers
orothersenteringthe
ringingroomandbell
chamber?

N/ANoYes

Considerationmustbegiventoarangeorprecautions,including:

▪Themeansofescapeintheeventofanemergency

▪Theevacuationofaninjuredperson

▪Providingasafemeansofheating

▪Theprovisionoffireextinguishers

▪Theprovisionofemergencylighting

▪Notificationofsafetyprocedurestovisitingbellringers.

Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,theseshouldhelpyouidentifyifyouaredoingenoughorif
additionalprecautionsarerequired.

●

18

Areourchurch
buildings,churchyard
andcarparkingood
orderandproperly
maintained?

N/ANoYes

Notes

Accidentscanresultfromthepoormaintenanceoftheseanditissensibletoperiodicallyinspect,cleanand
maintainthem,payingparticularattentionto:

▪Damagedorunsafeglazing

▪Damagedorwornfootpathsandstairs

▪Damagedlighting

▪Blockedguttering(particularlyinautumnandwinter)

▪Damagedorunsaferailings

▪Poorlymaintainedordamagedbuildingfabric(forexample,roofparapets,tiles,etc.)

▪Damagedboundarywallsandgates
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1

▪Diseasedordamagedtrees

▪Unsafememorials.

Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,theseshouldhelpyouidentifyifyouaredoingenoughorif
additionalprecautionsarerequired.

19

Awidevarietyofequipmentisusedinmanychurchesformaintenance,cleaningandrepair.Thisincludesladders,
stepladders,lawnmowers,trimmers,strimmers,etc.alongwitharangeofhandtools(forexample,hammers,chisels,
etc.).Thesecanbeasourceofinjuryifthesebecomedamaged,arepoorlymaintainedorusedincorrectly.

Dependingonthetypeofequipmentinvolvedyoumayhavetoconsiderarangeofprecautions,whichcouldinclude:

▪Properselection(the‘righttoolforthejob’)

▪Checkingsecond-handequipmenttoensurethatitissafetouse

▪Ensuringthatanyguardsorotherprotectivedevicesarefittedcorrectly

▪Ensuringthatthereisapropermeansofisolatingtheequipmentintheeventofanemergency

▪Ensuringthatoperatingcontrolsfunctionproperlyandarelabelledifnecessary

▪Makingsuretheequipmentisusedproperly(providingadequatetrainingandinformationwhereappropriate)

▪Adequatemaintenanceandinspection

▪Providingadequatelighting.

▪  Providingpersonalprotectiveequipment(forexample,gloves,shoesorboots,eyeprotection,etc.).

Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,theseshouldhelpyouidentifyifyouaredoingenoughorif
additionalprecautionsarerequired.

Aretoolsandequipment
usedatthechurchsafe
andproperlymaintained?

N/ANoYes

Notes

Read more about personal injuries
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Areourarrangementstoprotect
thosewhoneedtowork
aloneadequate?

N/ANo ●Yes

Keepingthosewhoworkontheirownsafeisanotherimportantconsiderationforanychurch.
Vulnerablesituationscanarisefrequently,particularlywhereemployeesandvolunteersarealone
inachurch(forexample,lockingupafteraneventorservice).

Theremaybeagreaterriskafterdarkorwheretheyworkinthecommunitywithpeoplewho
areemotionallyormentallyunstable,undertheinfluenceofdrinkordrugs,orstressed.

Dependingonyourcircumstances,precautionsmayinclude:

▪Identifyingsituationswhereitisunsafetoworkaloneandensuringadequatestaffinglevels

▪Installingandmaintainingvideocamerasoralarmsystems(includingpersonalattackalarms)

▪Implementingarrangementswhereperipateticstaffreporttheirwhereaboutsandkeepintouch

▪Maintainingadequatecontact,perhapsbyusingmobiletelephones

▪Ensuringthatemergencyarrangementsremainadequateifthereisanaccident

▪Providingtrainingandinformation,etc.

Youmayhavetoconsideradditionalprecautionswhereemployeesandvolunteersarerequiredto
workalonewhilevisitingothersorattheirhomeoffice.

Ifyouhavetocompleteformalriskassessments,theseshouldhelpyouidentifyifyouaredoing
enoughorifadditionalprecautionsarerequired.

Notes

Self AssessmentSelf Assessment



  Want to know more?
Wehaveproducedotherusefulinformationtohelpyouget
startedorsimplychecktheadequacyofwhatyouhave
alreadydone.Allareavailableat:

www.ecclesiastical.com/healthandsafety Need to contact us?

Forfurtherinformationonhealthandsafetyinchurches:

Call our Risk Management Advice Line on

0345 600 7531
(MondaytoFriday,09:00to17:00–excludingBankHolidays.Wemaymonitororrecordcallstoimproveourservice.)

Emailusat

risk.advice@ecclesiastical.com

Orvisit

PD2660103/21(a)

Whereyouhaveemployees(andinthesecircumstances,volunteers
aswell)youarerequiredtocomplywithHealthandSafetylaw.Where
thisisthecase,youwillneedtounderstandanyspecificregulations
orguidancethatmayapplyinyourparticularcircumstances.Further
information,guidanceandotherusefulresourcesareavailableat:

Note:ifyouareinIreland,NorthernIreland,Jersey,GuernseyortheIsleofMan,then
regionalvariationsmightapply.Inthisinstance,youshouldchecktheguidanceprovided
bytheEnforcingAgencyforyourregion.Thiswillbefreelyavailableontheirwebsite.

www.hse.gov.uk

www.ecclesiastical.com/healthandsafety

Information in this document

Wehavepreparedthisguideingoodfaith.Theinformationinitisbasedonourunderstanding
ofcurrentlawandpractice.NeitherEcclesiasticalInsuranceOfficeplcnoranyofitssubsidiaries
acceptanyliabilitywhatsoeverforanyerrorsoromissionsinthisguidethatresultininjury,lossor
damage,includingfinancialloss.ItistheresponsibilityoftheInsuredoranypersontoensurethat
theycomplywiththeirstatutoryobligations.Anyinterpretationorimplementationofthisguideisat
thesolediscretionofthereader.
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