
 

  
Invitation from Bishop Richard 

 
“The worldwide church”  

Senior church leaders want to hear your views! 
 

Kingston Episcopal Area Youth Forum 
27 June 2022 

5pm-6.15pm by zoom 
 

 

 

In July and August this year, bishops from all over the world will be coming to Canterbury for the ‘Lambeth 

Conference’ to listen to each other’s views on what it means to be ‘God’s Church for God’s World’ in the 21st 

Century.  I will be among them and, if you are aged 13-18 and either a student at a Southwark church school 

or a member of one of our church youth groups, I should like to hear your views before I go.   

The bishops at the Conference will be discussing how the church in their own country or region is responding 

to the big challenges of life today including the environment, poverty, the pandemic and how to build 

bridges between science and faith.   We shall be trying hard to understand many different viewpoints and to 

hear how God wants us to serve his world.  So this really is a good opportunity for you to make your views 

heard.   

However, the bishops will be in Canterbury for 10 days and the Youth Forum meeting lasts just over one 

hour!  So I should particularly like to focus in particular on how you would like the Church to respond to 

issues relating to Peace and Reconciliation and Politics and Justice. 

Other senior church leaders hope to join me to listen to what you have to say (see below) so this really is an 

opportunity for your voice to be heard. Further details on how to take part are attached and I do hope very 

much to see you there.  

 

 

Rt Revd Dr Richard Cheetham 

Bishop of Kingston 
 

Rt Revd Anthony Poggo 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Adviser for Anglican Communion Affairs 
 

The Rt Revd Precious Omuku 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Special Representative on conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa 
 

Revd Canon Wilma Roest 

Rector, Richmond Team Ministry 
 

Revd Philippa Boardman, MBE 

Vicar, St Mary Magdalene, Wandsworth Common 

Trustee, Mozambique and Angola Anglican Association 
 

The Ven John Kiddle 

Archdeacon of Wandsworth 
 

The Ven Simon Gates 

Archdeacon of Lambeth 

 



The Lambeth Conference  

 

The Church of England is just one member of a global family of 

national and regional churches in more that 165 countries.  

Together, those churches are called ‘The Anglican Communion’ 

and tens of millions of Christians are members.  There is great 

diversity among the churches and, although the Archbishop of 

Canterbury does not exercise authority outside the Church of 

England, they all recognise him as a focus for unity and the 

spiritual head of the Anglican Communion. 

 

Each of the churches in the Anglican Communion has its own structure.  Overall there are 865 dioceses and 

77 archbishops. There are also over 1000 bishops because many dioceses have more than one; in the 

Diocese of Southwark, for example, there are four. 

 

With so many members and ways of doing things, it helps for everyone to get together sometimes. So, in 

1867, Archbishop Charles Longley invited all the 144 bishops who were then in the Anglican Communion to 

meetings at Lambeth Palace, which remains today the home of the Archbishop of Canterbury.  Only 76 

turned up but there were 100 when the next archbishop held another event in 1878 and numbers gradually 

increased till, at the 1998 Lambeth Conference, there were 749 including, for the first time, 11 women 

bishops. 

 

The Fifteenth Lambeth Conference had to be postponed in 2020 because of the pandemic and bishops from 

across the Anglican Communion will now meet in person at Canterbury between 27th July and 7th August 

2022.   

 

However, the first phase of the 

conference has started already because 

bishops from around the world have 

been meeting online since July 2021 to 

explore the conference theme of what it 

means to be “God’s Church for God’s 

World”.  When they meet in Canterbury  

they will get into more detail, try to 

understand what God wants for his 

world, and hopefully come to some 

agreements about ways forward.  

 

Then when they go home afterwards to 

all the corners of the earth, they will 

know that they are “listening, walking 

and witnessing together” as they work in 

their communities to progress God’s 

hopes for the world in the generation ahead. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 


