The Tale of the Fishing Community
Once upon a time, there was a large lake. It was a lake rich in fish, as a large river ran into it, feeding it constantly with fresh water. On the shores of the lake, there was a community who lived by fishing from it. The community was strong and prosperous, as fish were plentiful and so easy to catch. 

A time came when they noticed that their catches were dwindling, and some days they caught nothing at all. The community began to be anxious and to wonder what was going wrong as they were not doing anything different from what they usually did. They decided to investigate. 

Now earthquakes were not unknown in this area and indeed a large one had happened a few years before. As they investigated, they found that the earthquake had thrown up a ridge diverting the river that fed their lake miles in a new direction. They decided to sail down it to find where it now went. 

They found it opened out into a strange new lake they had never seen before. Some of the weirdest people they had ever seen were fishing round this lake. Not one of them was fishing properly with a boat and a net, they were using all sorts of strange methods and were landing catches of the strangest looking fish they had ever seen. 

They decided to see if they, too, could catch some of these unusual fish, so they put their boat onto the lake, sailed out and lowered their nets. Nothing. They tried every trick they knew, but they caught not one single fish. 

Dejected, they went back home and called a meeting so the whole community could discuss what to do.
· Some said they clearly would never get fish from the new lake and would simply have to keep fishing the old one; after all there was more fish in it yet and perhaps still enough to last their lifetime.  

· Others suggested that, if they waited long enough, perhaps another earthquake would divert the river back to their lake again.
· Others suggested that if they redesigned the boat, the fish in the new lake might be attracted to it. 

· Others faced the fact that the old lake was soon going to have no fish left and suggested that they would have to find a way to fish the new lake or the community had no future. 

What were they to do? As they were discussing, they felt the ground shudder as an enormous earthquake hit, the sort that only comes 1 in every 100 years.  Some of the old fishing boats were destroyed or badly damaged.  However, some in the community were quick to launch their redesigned boats, so they could carry on fishing, whilst others experimented with new fishing techniques.
If this is an analogy of the Church in Britain in 2022, which of the 4 options excites you the most?
a) Restore the destroyed old fishing boats to fish the old lake

b) Build a new improved fishing boat to fish the old lake

c) Redesign your boat to fish the new lake

d) Experiment with new fishing techniques in the new lake

