A Service of Prayer after the death of The Duke of Edinburgh


The leader may use this introduction.

	We meet in the name of Jesus Christ,
	who died and was raised to the glory of God the Father.
	Grace and mercy be with you.
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	Today we come together to remember before God
	Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
	to give thanks for his life
	and to comfort one another in our grief.

This psalm or another appropriate song may be sung, or a recording played.

Psalm 23

    	The Lord is my shepherd;  *
therefore can I lack nothing.
   	He makes me lie down in green pastures  *
and leads me beside still waters.
    	He shall refresh my soul  *
and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
    	Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
    I will fear no evil;  *
for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
    	You spread a table before me
    in the presence of those who trouble me;  *
you have anointed my head with oil
    and my cup shall be full.
   	Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me
    all the days of my life,  *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

O God, our sovereign and shepherd,
who brought again your Son Jesus Christ
    from the valley of death,
comfort us with your protecting presence
and your angels of goodness and love,
that we also may come home
and dwell with him in your house for ever.

Reading

Jesus said, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’
John 14.1-6

You might wish to reflect, alone or with others.
· What stands out in your memory about the Duke of Edinburgh?
· What will you always remember about him?
· What things did you learn through his life and death, including about God?

Give thanks to God for Prince Philip’s life and ask for strength for yourself and for all who grieve. Gather your prayers up in the Lord’s Prayer.

	Our Father, who art in heaven,                  (or)
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.



The service may end with these prayers:

God of our lives, 
we give thanks for the life of Prince Philip,
for the love he shared among us,
and for his devotion to duty.
We entrust him now to your love and mercy,
through our Redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen.

Merciful God, be close to all who mourn,
especially The Queen and all members of the Royal Family.
May they know the hope of your promises
and the comfort of your love,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May Christ our Lord give us peace. 
Amen.

