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For the attention of Faith leaders in Southwark Council
Southwark P.O Box 64529

London SE1P 5LX

kieron.williams@southwark.gov.uk

8 March 2021
Dear Community Leader,

RE: Thank you/guidance on reopening places of worship

We are extremely grateful to faith leaders across the borough for taking extra steps to help
keep local people safe from Covid during the last couple of months. Finding alternative ways
to support congregations to pray, and avoid face to face contact, has no doubt saved lives.
We cannot thank you enough for going further than the national guidelines while Covid rates
were rapidly increasing.

We are now, thankfully, in a different position with rates reducing, and an easing of lockdown
on the horizon.

If faith leaders choose to reopen in this context, we will support this, but would ask that you
continue to take every possible measure to follow the rules which do remain in place and
ensure your congregations can worship safely. We are not out of the woods with Covid, and
do still need to follow the rules at each stage of the Government’s roadmap. This includes
following basic public health advice on washing hands, social distancing and face masks.

We are currently organising a follow up meeting for faith leaders to discuss the vaccine and
hope to see you then.

We look forward to your reply.

Yours Sincerely,
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ClIr Kieron Williams Clir Evelyn Akoto
Leader of Southwark Council Cabinet Member for Public Health & Community Safety
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