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GENERAL SYNOD OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
AMENDING CANON NO. 40
(Of religious communities, Of the titles of such as are to be ordained deacons or priests, Of
ministers exercising their ministry, Of the licensing of ministers under seal, Of the General
Synod and the Convocations, Of the representation of the Clergy in the Lower House of the
Convocations)
Religious Communities
1.

After Section D of the Canons, insert—
“Section DA
Religious Communities
DA 1 Of religious communities
1.
The Church of England affirms that, since the time of the early Church, there
have been Christian people who, in response to God’s call, have committed their whole
lives to God in the religious life, a radical commitment, shaped by the evangelical
counsels, marked by consecrated celibacy, poverty and obedience, and fulfilled as a
member of a community where the religious life is lived in common or as a solitary;
and that at various times, other Christian people have responded to the same call,
fulfilling their baptismal promises through particular forms of public commitment and
of accountability in obedience to Christ as members of other communities and societies.
2. (1) A religious community in the Church of England is a community of persons—
(a) which has a particular vocation in the service of the Gospel,
(b) whose members seek to frame and fashion their lives in accordance with
a rule or other pattern of life that is particular to members of that
community, and
(c) which is declared by the House of Bishops to be a religious community
in the Church of England.
(2) A reference in this Canon, or in any of the other Canons, to a religious
community is a reference to a religious community in the Church of England.
3.
A religious community may include among its members persons who are not
members of the Church of England.
4. (1) The House of Bishops may not make a declaration under paragraph 2(1)(c) in
the case of a community unless it is satisfied that the community meets such conditions
as the House shall specify in regulations.
(2) The regulations may, in particular, specify conditions relating to—
(a) governance;

(b) financial affairs;
(c) safeguarding children and vulnerable adults;
(d) the making of vows or promises;
(e) the minimum number of members required for a community to be
eligible for a declaration under paragraph 2(1)(c).
(3) The conditions which may be specified in the regulations under sub-paragraph
(2)(a) include conditions as to the procedure which a community must follow in order
to amend its constitution or other governing document.
(4) In paragraph (2)(c)—
“child” means a person aged under 18, and
“vulnerable adult” has the same meaning as in the Safeguarding and Clergy
Discipline Measure 2016.
5.
The House of Bishops may, for some grave cause, revoke a declaration made
under paragraph 2(1)(c).
6.
The House of Bishops shall compile, maintain and publish a list of religious
communities.
7.
The House of Bishops may by regulations make further provision about
religious communities.
8. (1) The House of Bishops may by regulations amend or revoke regulations made
under this Canon.
(2) Regulations under this Canon may make different provision for different
purposes (including, in particular, different provision according to whether a
community was established before or after the commencement of this Canon).
(3) Regulations under this Canon may confer a discretion.
(4) Regulations under this Canon shall be laid before the General Synod and shall
not come into operation unless and until they have been approved by the Synod.
(5) Where the Business Committee of the General Synod determines that
regulations under this Canon do not need to be debated by the Synod then, unless notice
is given by a member of the Synod in accordance with its Standing Orders that the
member wishes the regulations to be debated, the regulations shall for the purposes of
paragraph (4) be deemed to have been approved by the Synod.
9. (1) The House of Bishops may issue guidance on religious communities.
(2) Every member of a religious community, and every person exercising functions
in relation to a religious community, shall have regard to such guidance as is issued
under this paragraph.
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(3) The House of Bishops may amend or revoke guidance issued under this
paragraph.”
2. (1) In Canon C 5 (titles of such as are to be ordained deacons or priests), in paragraph 2—
(a) omit paragraph (e), and
(b) in the full-out words at the end, for “, school or house of a religious order or
community” substitute “or school”.
(2) After that paragraph, insert—
“2A. A bishop may also admit into holy orders any person who is a member of a
religious community.”
3.

In Canon C 8 (ministers exercising their ministry), in paragraph 4, after “and Canon B
41” insert “or as a member of a religious community licensed in accordance with that
Measure”.

4.

In Canon C 12 (the licensing of ministers under seal), in paragraph 1, for sub-paragraph
(b) substitute—
“(b)

5.

of a licence to perform some particular office, or

(c)

of a licence to serve for the purposes of or in connection with a mission
initiative endorsed by a bishop’s mission order, or

(d)

of a licence to perform offices and services for the furtherance of the
work and mission of a religious community.”

In Canon H 1 (the General Synod and the Convocations) in the form in which it has
effect in each province, in paragraph 3(c), for “religious communities in the said
province” substitute “such religious communities in the said province as are designated
by the House of Bishops for the purposes of this Canon”.

6. (1) Canon H2 (the representation of the clergy in the Lower House of the Convocations) is
amended as follows; and the amendments in sub-paragraphs (4) to (7) are to the Canon
in the form in which it has effect in each province.
(2) In paragraph 1 in the form in which it has effect in the province of Canterbury, in subparagraph (f), for “religious communities having their mother house” substitute
“designated religious communities”.
(3) In paragraph 1 in the form in which it has effect in the province of York, in subparagraph (d), for “religious communities having their mother house” substitute
“designated religious communities”.
(4) In paragraph 2, in sub-paragraph (a) of the proviso, before “religious communities”
insert “designated”.
(5) In paragraph 4, in the full-out words after sub-paragraph (e), before “religious
communities” insert “designated”.
(6) In paragraph 8, in sub-paragraph (b), before “religious community” insert “designated”.
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(7) After paragraph 11 insert—
“12.

A reference in this Canon to a designated religious community is a reference to
a religious community designated by the House of Bishops for the purposes of
this Canon.”
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GS 2105D
GENERAL SYNOD OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
AMENDING CANON NO. 41
(Of the register book of services, Of the language of divine service, Of ministers exercising
their ministry, Of Ecclesiastical Courts and Commissions, Of the chancellor or judge of a
Consistory Court, Of the General Synod and the Convocations)
Register book of services
1.

In Canon F 12 (the register book of services), for paragraph 2 substitute—
“2.

Every service held at the church or chapel, including the Occasional Offices and
whether or not a service of public worship, shall be recorded in the register
book, together with—
(a)

the name of the officiating minister,

(b)

the name of the preacher (if the preacher is not the officiating minister),

(c)

the number of persons attending the service and, so far as it is practicable
to ascertain, the number aged under 16 and the number aged 16 or over,

(d)

in the case of the celebration of the Holy Communion, the number of
communicants (as well as the total number of persons attending) and, so
far as it is practicable to ascertain, the number of communicants aged
under 16 and the number aged 16 or over, and

(e)

if desired, notes of significant events.

3.

The form in which the register book may be kept includes any electronic or
other form approved by the General Synod, subject in either case to any
conditions approved by the Synod.

4.

In a case where the decision is taken to keep the register book in an electronic
or other form approved under paragraph 3—
(a)

every service held after the decision takes effect shall be recorded in that
form, and

(b)

services already held in the calendar year in which the decision takes
effect may (but need not) be recorded in that form.”

Language of divine service
2.

In Canon B 42 (language of divine service), in paragraph 3(1), omit “the Standing
Committee of”.

Ministers exercising their ministry
3. (1) In Canon C 8 (ministers exercising their ministry), in paragraph 4, after “1992” insert
“or section 4 of the Church of England (Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 2018”.
(2) In that Canon, in paragraph 7, omit “or provost”.
(3) In Canon C 21 (the title to which becomes “Of deans and canons residentiary of
cathedral or collegiate churches), in paragraph 1, omit “, provost” and “or provost”.
The Ecclesiastical Courts etc: updated statutory references
4. (1) In Canon G 1 (ecclesiastical courts and commissions), in the opening words, for “and
the Clergy Discipline Measure 2003” substitute “, the Clergy Discipline Measure 2003
and the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and Care of Churches Measure 2018”.
(2) In that Canon, in paragraphs 1 and 2(a), for “the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure
1963” substitute “the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and Care of Churches Measure 2018”.
(3) In Canon G 2 (chancellor or judge of a consistory court), in paragraph 3—
(a) after “The chancellor of a diocese,” insert “and”, and
(b) omit “and a person appointed to preside over a court by virtue of section 27(1)
of the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 1963”.
General Synod and Convocations: replacement of outdated references
5.

In Canon H1 (the General Synod and Convocations) in the form in which it has effect
in each province, in paragraph 3(b), for “the Prolocutor and Pro-Prolocutor” substitute
“the Chair and Vice-Chair”.

Minor corrections
6.

In each of the following provisions, for “2015” substitute “2016”—
(a) in Canon C 8, in paragraph 8(2);
(b) in Canon C 30, in paragraph 6;
(c) in Canon E 6, in paragraph 10;
(d) in Canon E 8, in paragraph 12.

Gender neutral references
7. (1) Canon C 8 is amended as follows.
(2) In each of paragraphs 1, 2 and 4, for “his ministry” substitute “ministry”.
(3) In paragraph 2, in the first sentence, for “he” substitute “the minister”.
(4) In paragraph 2, in paragraph (a) of the proviso—

(a)

for “that he”, in the first place it appears, substitute “that the minister”,

(c)

omit “that he” in the second place it appears, and

(d)

for “when he officiates” substitute “when officiating”.

(5) In paragraph 2, in paragraph (b) of the proviso, omit “his”.
(6) In paragraph 3, for the words from “by instituting” to “giving him” substitute “by
institution to a benefice, by admission to serve within the diocese by licence under the
hand and seal of the bishop, or by giving the minister”.
(7) In paragraph 4, for “he”, in each place it appears, substitute “the minister”.
(8) In paragraph 6, for “his” substitute “the minister’s”.
8. (1) Canon C 21 is amended as follows.
(2) In paragraph 1, for “he” substitute “the person”.
(3) In paragraph 2, for “his” substitute “a”.
9. (1) In each of the following provisions, for “he enters on the execution of his office”
substitute “entering on the execution of the office”—
(a) in Canon G 2, in paragraph 3;
(b) in Canon G 3, in paragraphs 3 and 4;
(c) in Canon G 4, in paragraph 3.
(2) In Canon G 2, in paragraph 3, for “he is a layman, he” substitute “the person is lay, the
person”.
(3) In Canon G 3, in each of paragraphs 3 and 4, for “he is a layman” substitute “the person
is lay”.
(4) In Canon G 4, in paragraph 2—
(a) for “he should be a person who has” substitute “the person should have”, and
(b) for “appointing him must satisfy himself” substitute “making the appointment
must be satisfied”.
(5) In Canon G 5, in paragraph 1—
(a) for “committed to his charge” substitute “in question”, and
(b) omit “to his charge” in the second place it appears.
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