‘Follow-up’ sermon: Deuteronomy 8:7-18, 
Luke 12:16-20, 2 Corinthians 9:7-15, Year A
‘Harvest’: giving as a cycle of sowing and reaping, outline


Aim
How not to be “rich fools” but “cheerful givers”.

Introduction
Harvest is a time of celebration and a time to give thanks for what God has given us. It is also the perfect time to think about stewardship.

Recap the story
In the first reading, the rich fool celebrated his bumper harvest by taking it easy rather than re-sowing for the next year; although we may be tempted to do this ourselves, we should instead plan for the future. In the second reading, Paul challenges the Corinthians to be “cheerful givers”, sharing what God has given them with joy and thanksgiving. And the Old Testament reading describes the Promised Land and reminds us that all we have comes from God.

Context
Giving is not a one-off gift or sacrifice, it is a cycle of sowing and reaping. As we celebrate the harvest we are reaping the seeds that our predecessors have sown for us.

In summary
It is up to us to sow, and continue to sow, the next crop to secure the future for our churches.
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‘Follow-up’ sermon: Deuteronomy 8:7-18, 
Luke 12:16-20, 2 Corinthians 9:7-15, Year A
‘Harvest’: giving as a cycle of sowing and reaping 

Over the past few weeks, some of you have been meeting in small groups to consider God’s generosity and how we respond [replace with your themes for the small group study; include quotes from people about their learning].

Autumn, with its harvest festival celebrations, is certainly a time of year when God shows generosity. Even those of us living in towns and cities, arguably not affected by the seasons in the same way as farmers are, can feel that harvest is a special time of year, a time for celebration and even for rejoicing. It’s a time to give thanks for all sorts of things as well as the harvest, and a good excuse for a party. 

I think it’s also a good time of year to consider stewardship. As we give thanks for the harvest that God has given us, we should take time to give thanks for the other gifts that we have received and, perhaps just as important, think about how we use those gifts.

Not surprisingly, all three of our readings this morning are about giving and receiving, 
or ― thinking in a harvest way ― we could say they are about sowing and reaping what 
has been sown.

In our reading from Luke’s Gospel we heard the parable of the rich fool whose reaction 
to the blessing of his bumper crop ― a really good harvest for him ― was to hoard it all and to take life easy from then on. I have to confess at this point that I have always had some sympathy for the rich fool: it’s an easy trap to fall into and a good question to ask ourselves might be: “what do I think I would do in this situation?” 

The rich fool had sorted out his immediate future but didn’t continue to sow, and re-sow, to build for the long term. At time when a farmer gathers in what he has sown, how much he gathers largely depends on what he has sown and no doubt the rich man thought it was all down to his hard work and planning and so he was owed an easy time.

Sowing seeds for the future is really what we are doing as we give our time, talents and money. And we do this all the time, although it’s not necessarily easy even when what you will reap is obvious. Marathon runners will know how hard it can be to force themselves to train, even when they know it’s vital for race day; gardeners may struggle to motivate themselves to dig over their vegetable patches in autumn despite this being an important first step in the growing cycle [Insert your own example here.]
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Which brings us to our second reading. Paul here tells us all practically all we need to know about financial giving ― and without even mentioning the word money! 

Paul has asked the Christians in Corinth to support their fellow Christians in Jerusalem and is challenging them to be as generous as other churches have been. There’s a bit of naming and shaming going on here ― something of a league table of giving, perhaps. 

But Paul’s challenge to the Corinthians focuses not just on the need of the poor in Jerusalem (although he never loses sight of that) but on giving as an expression of thanks to God, thanks for their riches and for God’s grace. Paul is not just asking them to give but also to be a “cheerful giver”. Which may be better translated from the Greek as hilarious, so giving should perhaps even be done with a real sense of fun and recklessness.

Where does all this leave us today? Well, I think it leaves us with a challenge not to be like the rich fool but rather to be the “cheerful giver” that Paul tells the Corinthians to be. Of course we must recognise that finance is only one of the ways we give but it is an important way of building God’s kingdom today.

The rewards for us all can be great, as the Old Testament reading this morning tells us with its description of the Promised Land and the reminder that all we have comes from God as part of the covenant with God’s people. It’s interesting to note that God’s seven crops of the Promised Land are not just ordinary ones: those vines, fig trees and pomegranates are tough to grow; they need time and the right conditions but they are worth the effort in the end.

Because giving is not just about a one-off gift or sacrifice; it is also about a cycle of sowing and reaping. It’s about sowing something now so we can reap the next harvest in the future. The many people who gave to build your beautiful church sowed the seeds here that you are reaping and building on today: seeds of mission and of doing God’s work as well as providing a building as a focal point.
And now, as we harvest the crop sown by our predecessors, it’s for us to make sure that we sow ― and continue to sow ― the next crop to secure the future for our churches. So I think that’s why, as we celebrate harvest, we also all need to be challenged, in the same way that Paul challenged the Corinthians, to be “cheerful givers” so that we continue to reap the harvest and do God’s work in all our communities.
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