‘Follow-up’ sermon: Luke 7:36-8:3, Year C, Trinity 2
Choosing to be generous: outline


Aim
To look at the choices we make and how we should respond to generosity.

Introduction
Life is a series of choices ― what to eat, which football team to follow ― as well as what to do with our time, talents and money.

Recap the story
This Bible passage tells the story of Simon the Pharisee inviting Jesus to dine, and being interrupted by a woman anointing Jesus’ feet with oil and drying them with her hair.  Jesus makes it clear that her generosity was welcome, as was the support of “some women” who were supporting him and the disciples as they travelled from city to city spreading his message. 

Context
Jesus was only able to proclaim the good news thanks to the support of unnamed and unsung people and the same remains true today: generous giving is the only way we can continue to proclaim the good news.

In summary
There are many responses to God’s generosity, and it is everyone’s responsibility to choose our own.
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‘Follow-up’ sermon: Luke 7:36-8:3, Year C, Trinity 2
Choosing to be generous 

Over the past few weeks, some of you have been meeting in small groups to consider God’s generosity and how we choose to respond [replace with your themes for the small group study; include quotes from people about their learning].

Sometimes, life seems to be a series of decisions or choices. I expect I am not the only person here who has stood in a supermarket and found it hard to decide what to have for supper. And there are other, much more serious decisions that we have to make, such as choosing a job for ourselves or a school for our children or, if you’re a football manager, which players you’re going to field at the team’s next match [personalise as appropriate]. 

One of the really important choices we make ― on a daily basis, really ― is what to do with our time, skills and money. In today’s Gospel reading we can see both an example of generosity and an example of a response to generosity. 

In the reading from Luke’s Gospel, we heard the story of Jesus being invited to eat in the house of a Pharisee called Simon. A local woman, having heard that Jesus was there, came into the house, where she bathed and anointed his feet and dried them with her hair. This was shameful behaviour in Simon’s eyes, because letting her hair down to dry Jesus’ feet was appallingly immodest. However, this woman had clearly heard Jesus’ message of love and forgiveness and her actions were surely a grateful response to it.

So what about an example of generosity? Well, perhaps it lies in Simon inviting Jesus to eat with him. However, reading this passage further, it seems that he was perhaps not the most generous of hosts. Guests entering houses in those times would have expected to have had cool water poured over their feet, to be greeted with a kiss of peace and their heads anointed with oil. But Jesus’ reprimand tells us that Simon showed none of the generosity of hospitality that good manners would have demanded. 

For me, the clear example of generosity in this passage is at the end, where we read that “some women” were providing for Jesus and his disciples; this is surely the key reminder of why generous giving matters. Jesus and his disciples were going through cities and villages “proclaiming and bringing the good news of kingdom of God” (Luke 8:1) and were being supported by the resources of other people accompanying them. It was this support from others, many of them unnamed and so unknown to us today, that was helping to spread the Gospel of Christ. This is a clear illustration of how generous giving makes a difference ― and remains the only way we can continue this work to proclaim and bring the good news of the kingdom of God to the world today. 
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[Personalise this paragraph as appropriate]. But making the right choice about what to do with the resources we’ve been given is not necessarily easy; we will always have competing demands on our time, skills and money. I am lucky enough to have three children; at the moment I feel especially lucky as I try to balance the household budget at the same time as feeding teenage boys, and spend my time doing midnight pick-ups! Moreover, clashing school events sometimes leave me having to choose to give my time 
to one child rather than another. I’ve tried to be in two places at once but it simply doesn’t work.

We can generally only make the right choices and balance conflicting demands by taking some time to reflect on the more important decisions, and every so often we need to take the time to reflect on our giving to our church, which is really what a Stewardship Sunday is all about.  

Previous stewardship campaigns [mention any specific examples here] have led to offers of time and skills, as well as financial support for our church. The [Giving is God’s Way package] that you are getting this morning aims to help us with this; it reminds us to give thanks to God for all we have been given and that it is only through the generosity of all of us that the work of our church can continue. 

Of course, each of us needs to make our own choices as we all have different resources and different demands on those resources ― it’s not for me to say what you should or shouldn’t be giving; it’s up to all of us to prayerfully consider our own giving. 

The Gospel reading has given us the example of one woman’s generous response to the love and forgiveness of Jesus ― I suspect that the jar of perfume was not a cheap one ― and also reminded us of how bringing the good news needed support and resources right from the very beginning, from the time of Jesus.

So this Stewardship Sunday is an especially good time to ask ourselves how generous we are being and, as we give thanks for all that we have been given, what is the right level of response to God’s generosity to us.
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