‘Follow-up’ sermon: John 2:1-11, Year C, Proper 2
The wedding at Cana: outline


Aim
To illustrate the overwhelming generosity of Jesus in the midst of a community event and ask how we respond in light of this challenging example of generosity.

Introduction
We all have wedding memories, many involving a celebration with food and drink.

Recap the story
This is a familiar story and, as was common then, a large wedding took place over several days. Running out of wine would be a social disaster and a bad start to married life. 

Context
We see Jesus at the centre of events, part of people’s lives in the everyday and commonplace.

Don’t be distracted by symbolism
There is much symbolism in this miracle and it’s easy to get tied up in explanations. However, there is also a straightforward message about generosity which is easy to miss. 

Ask the right question
We shouldn’t be distracted by asking “how did it happen?” or even “why did it happen?” The question is “how should I respond?”

In summary
Now that we are reminded of God’s generosity, what can we do to express that generosity to others? If the God we love and serve is this generous, and enjoys a celebration enough to keep the party going longer, what can ― and should ― we do to pass on to others what we have generously received?
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‘Follow-up’ sermon: John 2:1-11, Year C, Proper 2
The wedding at Cana

Over the past few weeks, some of you have been meeting in small groups to consider God’s generosity and our response [replace with your themes for the small group study; include quotes from people about their learning].

One common example of generosity is a wedding, sharing love, fellowship and the all-important food and drink. And the wedding story we heard today in our Gospel reading, the wedding at Cana, is surely familiar to most. 

Just like today, food and drink were an essential part of the festivities ― perhaps even more so than they would be now, with wedding celebrations going on for days and everyone in the village and surrounding area invited. Running out of wine would have been social disaster, a major disgrace ― the shame would have taken years to live down as well as being a bad omen for the couple starting married life.
 
I especially like today’s Gospel story for a couple of reasons, the first being the picture it gives us of Mary and her relationship with Jesus. She saw that something needed sorting out, knew who could help to solve the crisis and made it happen. [Insert your own example here of families helping each other out].

The second picture the story gives us is of Jesus being there at an important community event. It’s often said that this demonstrates that Jesus liked a good party but, more importantly, what this story tells me is that Jesus was part of what was going on in the real world, part of people’s lives in the everyday and the commonplace, right there in the centre of events.

Quite often with Bible stories ― and especially with the miracles ― we can find ourselves asking “so how did this happen”. But that is not the right question. What we should really be asking is: “What does this mean” and “why is this story being told?”

John’s Gospel is generally accepted as being the most complicated of the four Gospels ― cryptic, even. The miracles, including this turning of water into wine, are referred to by John as signs: signs which should be pointing us towards a fuller understanding of the Gospel message. 
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There is lots of symbolism here, such as around the miracle happening on the third day, the wedding/bridegroom theme and the size and number of the jars. And, perhaps most importantly, many academics would agree that the total transformation of water into wine in the purification jars is John’s way of showing us how the old Jewish law is being replaced by Christ’s love and grace.

It might be that we don’t want to focus on all the symbolism. Rather, what is clear, to me at least, is that this story points us towards a very straightforward message about generosity. Even by the standards of the time we hear that Jesus’ response to the problem of running out of wine is generous: the host ends up with lots more wine, and good stuff, too ― better than what had been served until then.

And it is a generosity that probably goes unnoticed by most of the guests ― perhaps not surprising if they managed to drink the wedding’s whole supply of wine in just three days! Every now and again, we need to be reminded of God’s generosity to us and I suggest that this reading is one of those reminders. Of course, it’s easy to overlook God’s generosity to us and to those around us, particularly when we see situations in the world where there are shortages of food or medical supplies, or less tangible things such as peace and justice. “Where is the generous God here?” would be a legitimate question to ask.

But we can all find evidence in our lives of God’s generosity to us; the challenge is often to notice and acknowledge it. And then we need to go on to find the right response to this generosity. So maybe the question we should be asking as we hear the story of the wedding at Cana is not “did it happen?” or even “why did it happen?”, but “what can we do to express that generosity to others?”

So let the reminder of God’s generosity from the story of the wedding at Cana stay with you during this coming week and, at the same time, take an opportunity to ask yourself 
a question. If the God we love and serve is this generous, and enjoys a celebration 
enough to keep the party going longer, what can ― and should ― we do to pass on 
to others what we have generously received?
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