A School Act of Collective Worship
Theme:

Food Insecurity
Focus:

The Diocese of Jerusalem
Song:

You Raise Me Up, sung by Aled Jones - Songs of Praise, from The Holy Land. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p076qrh3
Bible Reading:
The Feeding of the Four Thousand - Mark 8: 1-10
This is the fifth of five outlines for Collective Worship written to help schools pray and offer love by asking them to “… have compassion…” (Mark 8:2) and to encourage giving towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call 2021. The Lent Call supports our brothers and sisters in Christ here in the Diocese of Southwark, within our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and in the Diocese of Jerusalem.

· This year our Diocese of Southwark and the Diocese of Jerusalem in The Holy Land have become Link Dioceses. The Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call therefore wants to show support to its new friend, the Diocese of Jerusalem.
· Introduce the pupils and staff to the Diocese of Jerusalem, using the relevant project sheet in the Lent Call Pack.

· Jerusalem, like so many other places around the world, including those we have thought about already over the past weeks of Lent, has people that suffer from food insecurity.

· In addition, the Coronavirus pandemic has struck across the world and, as we have already learnt, COVID-19 has exacerbated the poverty that people already suffering must face in their daily lives.
· Many of the Holy Land’s residents are unemployed and so live in poverty. Over the past year, this has affected many more people because they work in tourism, for example providing services and selling souvenirs to the many tourists and pilgrims who visit the Holy Land each year. However, since the Coronavirus crisis began, people have been unable to visit or go on pilgrimage and consequently those citizens of the Holy Land who relied on the visitors to make a living have found themselves with no income and thus unable to feed or clothe their children or meet the needs of their families.
· The Diocese of Jerusalem has helped families suffering from food insecurity in the past and would like to continue to do so on a greater scale to meet the increased need. However, they are currently unable to do this owing to the Diocese losing its own income because of the pandemic.

· A parent/carer usually gives unconditional love to their child and, in families that suffer food insecurity and live in poverty, they often make sacrifices for their children, for example a parent/carer may go without food themselves so that their children can eat. They readily and quietly put the needs of their children before themselves, doing this in love.
· As Easter approaches, we think about and remember God’s love for each of us and the immense love that he showed as God the Father through the sacrifice of his son Jesus Christ dying for our sins. Jerusalem, of course, is where this all happened, nearly 2,000 years ago.

· Our prayers that we offer and the money that we raise through the Lent Call in our Diocese of Southwark will help our Link Diocese of Jerusalem to “…show compassion…” through our own care and compassion.

· Send out pupils and staff from the Collective Worship with the words of the Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem, the Most Revd Suheil Dawani, speaking about all Christians: “It is our task to give hope to the hopeless. In our daily lives may we be guided by the star of God’s love.”
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A REFLECTION
Theme:

Food Insecurity
Focus: 

The Diocese of Jerusalem


· What do the words of Marcus Rashford teach us 
about love?
· Who has shown you unconditional love?
· “They ate and were filled.” (Mark 8:8) In the miracle of The Feeding of the Four Thousand, what might the crowd have been filled with as well as bread and fish?
· In having “compassion for the crowd”, how do we look into the crowd to show compassion for each individual?
· How should you be a mirror which reflect’s God’s love and compassion to the crowd?[image: image3.png]7000
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Prayer.	Loving God, thank you that you call us to play our part,


Working with you and with others to bring about change.


We pray for political decision-makers and leaders:


Give them courage and insight to develop policies and systems that support the flourishing of all,


So that even in challenging times, no one goes hungry and everyone has dignity.


God of justice,


May your kingdom come. Amen.			(From The Trussell Trust)
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“If Mum taught us anything . . . it’s that you never really know what struggle people are going through. Check in on one another today. ♥”


Marcus Rashford MBE








