A School Act of Collective Worship
Theme:

Food Insecurity
Focus:

Zimbabwe
Song: 

God is Watching Over You, Come and Praise, No 19

Bible passage: 
Matthew 14: 13-21
This is the fourth of five outlines for Collective Worship written to help schools pray and offer love by asking them to “… have compassion…” (Mark 8:2) and to encourage giving towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call 2021. The Lent Call supports our brothers and sisters in Christ here in the Diocese of Southwark, within our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and in the Diocese of Jerusalem.

· Food security is “the state of having reliable access to enough healthy food that you can afford”.
· Read the Bible passage. The crowds follow Jesus to a place where he would normally be on his own. Ask the pupils whether Jesus sends the crowds away. (No.) What does he do instead? (Heals their sick.) When the disciples suggest that the people are sent away to buy food because it is late, how does Jesus answer?
· Ask a pupil to describe the unexpected event that occurs. Could this have happened without Jesus? (No – he performed a miracle because he is God and loves his people.)
· State that Jesus saw a need and provided food security for his followers.

· Ask the pupils: In a country that grows most of its food itself, what might reduce food security? (They may say drought, floods, lack of transportation to move food from one area to another, lack of seeds or reproducing animals, war, lack of education as to how to grow and nurture animals and plants.)

· Today, Zimbabwe is our focus. Our Diocese of Southwark is linked to Dioceses in Zimbabwe. 

· Ask the pupils whether they can identify where Zimbabwe is on the map of Africa. Does anyone know any facts about Zimbabwe?

· It was once called the “bread basket of Africa”. This is a positive title. What do they think this means? Does this mean there was or was not food security?

· Things have changed. Now ask the pupils to listen to these facts about Zimbabwe:
· unemployment, people without jobs, is very high

· those in charge cannot always be relied on to act in a way that looks after Zimbabweans

· a Zimbabwean dollar can buy less this year than it could last year

· parts of Zimbabwe are facing the worst drought (no rainfall) in 35 years, whilst in other areas there is flooding. This is caused by climate change.
· What picture is being painted in your minds? Do these circumstances suggest food security?
· The Dioceses in Zimbabwe are working hard to ensure that people can grow food for their families or buy it at a reasonable price. For example:
· the Chidzikwe Training Centre has a market garden, a piggery, poultry production and plans for the trainees to keep goats and sheep, if they can be bought

· in the Diocese of Masvingo (Central Zimbabwe), the project team has already been able to plant some of the land and farm dairy cows there … and will need to purchase two cows

· in the Diocese of Manicaland there are as many as a million people without food security owing to climate change, Cyclone Idai and COVID-19. The Diocese would like to offer food assistance to 2,000 households, providing them with food hampers.
· Money raised from the Lent Call will go towards these causes in Zimbabwe.
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A REFLECTION
Theme:

Food Insecurity
Focus: 

Zimbabwe

· What emotions would you feel if you were a resident in Zimbabwe, as these ladies pictured below are?

· What would your ‘Please’ Prayer to God be?
You might want to use some words from the verse above to form your prayer.[image: image1.jpg]Bishop
Christopher’s
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Prayer: Heavenly Father, there are many things we don’t understand, including why some people do not have food security through no fault of their own. The Bible passage we read teaches us that your son, Jesus, had compassion and provided food security to those who needed it. Please would you provide Zimbabwe with rain to water the crops and stop the rain where there are floods? Please would you put wise people in power so they work to provide food security? Thank you for the country of Zimbabwe and all it has to teach us now and in the future. Amen.





“They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.”


Matthew 14:20








