A School Act of Collective Worship
Theme:

Food Insecurity
Focus:

The Diocese of Southwark – Kingston:

Norwood & Brixton Food Bank and Wandsworth Food Bank
Song:

10,000 Reasons – Songs of Praise from Pontio Arts Centre, Bangor, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p082bjkx
Bible Reading:
The Feeding of the Four Thousand - Mark 8: 1-10

This is the second of five outlines for Collective Worship written to help schools pray and offer love by asking them to “… have compassion…” (Mark 8:2) and to encourage giving towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call 2021. The Lent Call supports our brothers and sisters in Christ here in the Diocese of Southwark, within our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and in the Diocese of Jerusalem.
· Recap with the pupils what The Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call is and the theme for 2021.
· Discuss the concept of security; for example, what does it mean to be secure in something/to feel secure? How does being secure in something help us? (Think about the wider impact.)
How does being insecure in something hinder us? (Again, think about the wider impact.)
Ask the pupils and staff to reflect on what they feel secure/insecure in. What do they think causes this security/insecurity? Who personally enables them to feel secure in something? Who could help them with what they feel insecure in?
· Last week we began to think about food banks and particularly one in the Croydon Episcopal Area of the Diocese. This week we are moving to the Kingston Area and focusing on two food banks which Bishop Christopher’s Lent Call 2021 is supporting: Norwood & Brixton Food Bank and Wandsworth Food Bank.
· Tell the pupils and staff about these food banks in Kingston, using the relevant project sheet in the Lent Call Pack.
· Discuss how there are more than 1,200 food banks across the country, all offering emergency food and support to people locked in poverty. Before last year, the number of food banks and the need for help from them was already rising. However, since the Coronavirus crisis began, the pandemic has caused unprecedented increases in demand. Compared to the same time the previous year, food banks have seen an 89% increase in need for emergency food parcels – that is almost double and the figure continues to rise.
· What do pupils think about the idea of food banks? Encourage them to consider both the service they provide and the need for them in a developed country such as the UK.
· The Coronavirus crisis has caused financial difficulties for people that no one could have predicted, but thinking about the thousands of people beforehand who had to rely on food banks, is this right in a developed country that is rich and in which there is plenty of food to go around if people share and have the chance to receive enough money to live on? Indeed, God has provided his world with enough resources to feed the world twice over, but wealth is not distributed fairly and resources are not shared equally.
· The Trussell Trust, which supports a nationwide network of food banks, also works towards realising the dream of a society in which no one needs to use one. They believe that, alongside showing compassion to people in crisis and building community, it the responsibility of all of us to seek justice, working together with others to challenge and change systems and structures that keep people trapped in poverty.
· Read the Bible reading and discuss how food is shared with those who are hungry; it seems an unsurmountable task but, through faith and true compassion, everyone is looked after. This is what we are trying to do through Bishop Christopher’s Lent Call.
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A REFLECTION
Theme:

Food Insecurity
Focus: 

The Diocese of Southwark – Kingston:

Norwood & Brixton Food Bank and Wandsworth Food Bank
· Who makes you feel secure and how do they do this?

· What reasons do you have for giving thanks to the Lord for his blessings upon you?
· How does the compassion shown by Norwood & Brixton Food Bank and Wandsworth Food Bank bring hope to those in the local area?
· How can you be a courageous advocate for seeking social justice in our communities?
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Prayer:	Loving God, we pray for people in our community and beyond


Who are facing unemployment, ill-health, isolation or money worries at this time,


And especially for those who are unable to afford enough to eat.


We pray for supportive relationships, practical provision and real hope.


God of compassion,


May your kingdom come. Amen.				(From The Trussell Trust)





“It’s so hard. I didn’t know what to do. The food bank helped me out so much. I’m completely overwhelmed by everything they have done for me, it’s making me emotional. I’m so touched that there are so many kind people out there. . . their support has taken so much pressure off me. I want to say a big thank you to all the people who have donated and all the team and volunteers who put it together for people. I’m sending them all a virtual hug.”


One older lady helped by Wandsworth Food Bank








