A School Act of Collective Worship
Theme:

Food Insecurity
Focus:

The Diocese of Southwark – Croydon: St Matthew, Redhill Food Bank
Song:

We Will Grow, All About Our School, No 10
This is the first of five outlines for Collective Worship written to help schools pray and offer love by asking them to “… have compassion…” (Mark 8:2) and to encourage giving towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call 2021. The Lent Call supports our brothers and sisters in Christ here in the Diocese of Southwark, within our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and in the Diocese of Jerusalem.
· Introduce Bishop Christopher’s Lent Call for 2021. Explain that, each year, Bishop Christopher has a Lent Call, when he “calls” the people of the Diocese to pray and raise money to show their care for particular charities around the world.

· Share the overarching theme of the Lent Call this year of “food insecurity”. Ask the children to consider what each word means on its own; food and insecurity. Now, if you put them together, what might this topic of food insecurity be exploring?

· Food insecurity is not having positive food security. The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary defines food security as “the state of having reliable access to enough healthy food that you can afford”.
· Bible Reading: Genesis 2:4-9 and 15-20

Read the two passages from Genesis and ask the children to listen out for the two jobs God gives Adam (to work and keep the land: verse 18, and name the livestock, the beasts of the land and the birds of the air: verse 20). 

· Explore the idea that God seems to involve humans in the production and care around the earth and food. God invites humans into a relationship with creation, food production and God. This is similar to a gardener who nurtures the seeds into a harvest of vegetables rather than just being handed the fully grown carrot.

· Ask the children: What does this tell us about how God wants humans to be involved in food production? If someone cannot grow their own food, is this OK? How might someone still be connected in the way Adam was connected to food?

· Display the definition of food security. For food security what are the three things that food needs to be (reliable – regularly delivered/provided; enough – not limited but also not too much; affordable – it is possible for everyone to buy, not just those with more money)?
Do the children think God is for or against food security? Why/why not? 
· Choose volunteers or divide the group and share one character profile:

· Person 1 – An adult, lives in the town, earns money from a job that just covers rent and bills leaving a small amount for food, knows how to budget and cook. 

· Person 2 – A 10-year-old who helps to grow vegetables in the garden, lives in the countryside, her family does not have a car, she lives with her brother and Mum. Mum does not work. 

· Person 3 – An elderly gentleman, lives on the outskirts of a town, has enough money to buy food and has it delivered to his door. His wife, who died recently, did all the cooking.

· Ask the children; Does your person have reliable access to food? Is the food they buy nutritious (gives them a balanced diet)? Do they know how to cook the food so they can eat a varied diet? Can they buy enough food? Listen to the responses. Tell the group that if any of the answers are “no” or “maybe not”, this person is not experiencing food security.

· Ask the group how someone might feel if they do not have food security? Has anyone heard of food banks? What do they do? Money raised from the Lent Call will go towards the food banks featured over the weeks.

· Explain to the group: In our Diocese there are many food banks, often run by churches such as St Matthew’s in Redhill. Food banks are one solution to a lack of food security. The one at St Matthew’s has more than 40 volunteers who work together to feed more than 100 households. 
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A REFLECTION
Theme:

Food insecurity
Focus: 

The Diocese of Southwark – Croydon: 
St Matthew, Redhill Food Bank


· This statement is written over the doorway to the entrance of a food bank. What does the writer of the statement hope for? What do you hope for when you think about food security?

· Adam, in the Garden of Eden, had two jobs. One of them was to look after and grow things on the land. Other people may do this for you and your family now. Are you thankful?
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Prayer: Heavenly Father, open my eyes to see as you see. Open my heart to love and care for those without food security. Open my hands to hold what I have lightly and to share cheerfully. Thank you for the food bank at St Matthew, Redhill and thank you for those whom it is able to help. Would you release justice to all involved and your gentle whispers of the Spirit and to obey what you say? Amen





No one should need �a food bank’s help











