Laying Down a Parish Ministry
If used within the context of a celebration of holy communion this liturgy may replace everything after the post communion prayers at the principal celebration of holy communion in the parish. It is anticipated that the minister who is leaving the parish will have presided at holy communion – this person is thus referenced as the ‘president’. Alternatively, with suitable adaptations, it can be used at the end of a non-eucharistic service. 
Several options are offered, and this order will need to be customised for its context.
After the president and people have prayed the prayers after communion, the Churchwardens, perhaps accompanied by others from the community, and including one member of the congregation (lay or ordained) who will act as the officiant for the remainder of the service, approach the president, and invite and accompany him or her to a space in front of the altar or otherwise at the front of the church.
Introduction
We stand.
Officiant	For everything there is a season,	
All	a time for every purpose under heaven.
Officiant	Today we say farewell with prayer and thanksgiving to N our Parish Priest/Vicar/Minister/Rector/etc who has ministered faithfully to us and among us for the last X years. As we prepare to commend him/her [and his/her family] into God’s care and protection for the future, let us say together/listen to the word of the Lord.
Scripture
We sit if the scriptures are to be read by a reader or remain standing if saying them together. One or more of the following, or another suitable scriptural text, may be read by a reader or by the congregation as a whole.
Psalm 139.1-9
Psalm 121
Psalm 111
2 Corinthians 13.11-13 
1 Corinthians 16.13-14, 23-24
Philippians 4.8-9
1 Thessalonians 5.12-25
2 Thessalonians 3.1-5
Or one of the following responsorial texts, derived from scripture, may be used (full texts annexed) – it is anticipated that the departing minister will lead the responsories.
Benedicite – A Song of Creation
The Acclamation from the Common Worship provision for Ministry (including Ember Days) drawing on 1 Corinthians 12
A responsory adapted from Acts 20:18-35
Prayers
We sit or kneel.
Prayers are offered for the departing minister in these or other forms. Members of the congregation may be invited to pray, perhaps representing different groups within the church. Hands may be laid on the departing minister. Consideration should be given to where the departing minister sits or kneels, so that he or she is able to pray but is also visible to the congregation. 
The prayers may be introduced with some words spoken to the departing ministers, such as the following.
Officiant	N, as you begin this new stage in your life, we pray that you will continue to grow, flourish and bear fruit to the glory of God. As you walk through good times and bad, may you always dwell within the shelter of God’s loving arms.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant	We praise and thank you, O God, for all that is ending and beginning for N. We thank you for that he/she has been for us in this place, and we entrust him/her [and his/her family] into your care, knowing that you are always faithful. Grant him/her/them the courage to meet the future with hope, and the grace to go forth with trust in your providence.
		Lord, in your mercy
All	hear our prayer.
Each line of the following prayer may be said by a different individual (in which case additional lines giving thanks for particular elements of the ministry coming to an end may be added), or the whole prayer prayed by the congregation together.
	We give thanks for your servant, O Lord,
for his/her faithful ministry among us:
for the words spoken, and the silences kept,
for the bread broken, and the burdens shared,
for justice pursued and hospitality given,
for hearts encouraged and wounds tended, 
to your glory and honour. Amen.
The Churchwardens or other members of the congregation may lay hands on the departing minister using these or other suitable words.
Wardens 	N, we lay our hands upon you in the name of God, praying that you may continue as a living stone for God, acceptable and precious in his sight.
All	Amen.
If the departing minister was collated, instituted or licensed using the current Southwark form of service, the following prayer may be used.
Officiant	Let us pray for N in the words which the Archdeacon used at the beginning of N’s ministry among us:
All	The Lord himself is your keeper, 
the Lord is your defence upon your right hand. 
The Lord preserve you from all evil; 
it is even he that shall keep your soul. 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in, 
from this time forth and for evermore. 
Amen.

Laying Down Symbols of Office

If on commencement of his/her ministry the departing minister was presented with any keys or other significant or symbolic objects, these may be given to a churchwarden or other member of the congregation who may place them on the altar or other suitable place.

THE COMMISSION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Stand.
Officiant	My brothers and sisters, we who are baptized are called to worship and serve the living God. As one chapter of the life of this parish draws to a close, it is right that we recommit ourselves in the service of God and neighbour, that the good news of salvation may be known in our lives, our homes and our community. 
	Let us therefore continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers.
All	With the help of God, we will.
Officiant	Let us persevere in resisting evil and, whenever we fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.
All	With the help of God, we will.
Officiant	Let us proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ.
All 	With the help of God, we will.
Officiant	Let us seek and serve Christ in all people, loving our neighbours as ourselves.
All 	With the help of God, we will.
Officiant	Let us acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for the world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice.
All 	With the help of God, we will.
Officiant	May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith, that we may be rooted and grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
All 	Amen.
BLESSING
Officiant	As we prepare to send you out from this congregation surrounded by our love and prayers, we ask you once more to pray God’s blessing on us.
Silence may be kept.
President	The Lord be with you
All	and also with you.
The departing minister pronounces a blessing in these or other suitable words.
President	God be with you 
in your going out and your coming in,
in your work and in your rest,
in all your pilgrimage, and at its end;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.
All	Amen.
A final hymn may be sung here, or after the dismissal, according to custom.
Note that the normal order of the concluding dialogue has been reversed. It may be advisable, earlier in the service, to point this out to the congregation to avoid confusion. 
All	Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
President	In the name of Christ. Amen.


Annex: forms of responsory
Benedicite – A Song of Creation
President	Bless the Lord all you works of the Lord:
All	sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
President	Bless the Lord you heavens:
All	sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
President	Bless the Lord you angels of the Lord:
All	sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
President	Bless the Lord all people on earth:
All	sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
President	O people of God bless the Lord:
All	sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
President	Bless the Lord you priests of the Lord:
All	sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
President	Bless the Lord you servants of the Lord:
All	sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord all you of upright spirit:
bless the Lord you that are holy and humble in heart.
Common Worship Acclamation for Ministry / Ember Days
President	There are varieties of gifts,
All	but the same Spirit.
President	There are varieties of service,
All	but the same Lord.
President	There are different kinds of working,
All	but the same God is at work in all.
President	There is one body, one Spirit, one hope in God’s call;
All	one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
President	There is one God, Father of all, over all and in all,
All	to whom Christ ascended on high.
President	And through his Spirit he gives us gifts:
All	some are apostles, some are his prophets;
President	evangelists, pastors and teachers he gives us,
All	so that we can minister together
President	to build up his body,
All	to be mature in the fullness of Christ.

A responsory adapted from Acts 20:18-35
President	You yourselves know how I lived among you the entire time from the first day that I set foot in [  ].
All	You  did not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message and teaching us publicly about God and faith toward our Lord Jesus.
President	Now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to [  ], not knowing what will happen to me there.
All	We declare to you this day that you did not shrink from declaring to us the whole purpose of God
President	Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
All	We will shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son.
President	Now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, 
a message that is able to build you up.
All	By such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
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