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March 2026 

Consultation on the next Bishop of 

Southwark 

 

Our Diocesan Bishop - The Rt Revd Bishop Christopher Chessun - will be retiring this 

summer, after many years of faithful leadership in our diocese. We’ll miss him 

greatly – and there’ll be an opportunity to give thanks for his ministry in due course. 

Because of this, as a diocesan family, we are preparing to begin our search for the 

next Bishop of Southwark – and in doing so, we want to ensure that we hear the 

views of as many people as possible across our communities. 

So we’ve created this simple anonymous survey - we’d love you and those in your 

parish to fill it out. The whole thing should take no more than 5-7 minutes to 

complete and is completely anonymous - check out our Privacy Statement here to 

find out more: www.southwark.anglican.org/privacy. 

Please email completed surveys to newbishop@southwark.anglican.org – or send 

them by post to: 

Vacancy-in-See Consultation 

Trinity House 

4 Chapel Court 

Borough High Street  

London SE1 1HW 

The consultation will close at noon on 1 April 2026 – it will not be possible for 

us to accept responses received after this time will not be accepted.   

We especially want to hear from people who feel their voices don’t get heard 

very often. If that’s you, please do fill out the survey – if it’s someone you know, 

please help and encourage them to do so. Resources to support parishes in helping 

people to contribute to the survey can be found online here: 

www.southwark.anglican.org/newbishop.  

In all of this, let’s pray for ourselves, our communities – and for the person God is 

calling to serve Him in this role. 

Thank you for playing your part in this vital process - may God bless us and guide us 

as we seek the next Bishop of Southwark. 

 
The Rt Revd Dr Rosemarie Mallett 

Bishop of Croydon & Chair of the Vacancy-in-See Committee 

http://www.southwark.anglican.org/privacy
mailto:newbishop@southwark.anglican.org
http://www.southwark.anglican.org/newbishop
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Survey for adults 

1. Are you responding on behalf of yourself as an individual - or on behalf 

of a group?  

Just me 

 On behalf of a group of adults 

 

2. Do you attend a church in Southwark Diocese? 

That's a Church of England church in South London or East Surrey. If you're 

not sure, look up your church here: www.achurchnearyou.com  

Yes 

No – but I have another link with the Diocese (e.g. through work  

or school) 

 No – I don’t have a direct link with Southwark Diocese 

 

3. In no more than 5 words, please describe what you most appreciate and 

value about our diocese. 

 

 

 

 

4. In no more than 5 words, what do you think are the main challenges for our 

diocese for the coming years? 

 

 

5. What three qualities or characteristics would you want in our new diocesan 

Bishop? Please use just three words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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6. Is there anything else you would like to share with us, as we wait and pray 

for our new Bishop? (Optional question) 
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Are you happy sharing a little more information with us? 

These questions are all entirely optional, but will help us to see whether we're 

getting responses from a diverse range of people. Please ignore these questions if 

you're responding on behalf of a group. 

1. What age are you? 

  18 -29 

 30 – 44 

 45 -59 

 60 -74 

 75 or over 

 Prefer not to say 

 

2. Please provide the first part of your postcode (e.g. SW9 or CR3). This will 

help us understand whereabouts in Southwark Diocese you are connected to. 

 

 

3. Do you identify as a Christian? 

Yes 

 No 

If not, are you a member of another faith group? If so, please state which. 

 

 

 

4. How often do you go to church? 

At least weekly 

 Once or twice a month 

 At least three or four times a year 

 Never 

 Prefer not to say 

 

5. Which of the following best describes you?  

Male 

 Female 

 Non-binary 

 Other 

 Prefer not to say 

 

6. Choose one option that best describes your ethnic group or background.  

7. Asian / British Asian 

 Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 
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 Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups 

 White / White British 

 Other  

 Prefer not to say 

 

8. Which of the following options best describes your sexual orientation? 

Heterosexual or Straight 

 Gay or Lesbian 

 Bisexual 

 Other 

 Prefer not to say 

 

Thank you so much for adding your voice to the search for our next diocesan 

Bishop. Please email completed surveys to newbishop@southwark.anglican.org or 

send them by post to Vacancy-in-See Consultation, Trinity House, 4 Chapel Court, 

Borough High Street, London SE1 1HW. Please encourage others to contribute their 

thoughts, too - the survey will close at noon on 1 April 2026. Please also pray for 

our churches, communities and schools - and for the person God is calling to serve 

in this role. The following prayer has been specially written for this season:  

God of all times and places, 

send us a Bishop who will 

lead us faithfully through 

days of rejoicing and 

nights of challenge, 

with prayer and Scripture, 

with love and laughter, 

with bread and wine. 

Send your Holy Spirit to 

guide those entrusted with 

this process.  

May they recognise the person of your 

choice, with ears that are open 

and hearts that are wise. 

Make us thankful for all that has gone before,  

ready and hopeful for all that lies ahead, 

led by a Bishop whose ministry is a blessing 

 to everyone in Southwark Diocese,  

as we hear the good news of Jesus  

and delight in the love of God. 

Amen 

Find more resources and information online at www.southark.anglican.org/newbishop. 

mailto:newbishop@southwark.anglican.org
http://www.southark.anglican.org/newbishop

