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Pity For Poor Africans

I own I am shocked at the purchase of slaves,
And fear those who buy them and sell them are knaves;
What I hear of their hardships, their tortures, and groans
Is almost enough to draw pity from stones.

I pity them greatly, but I must be mum,
For how could we do without sugar and rum?
Especially sugar, so needful we see;
What, give up our desserts, our coffee, and tea?

Besides, if we do, the French, Dutch, and Danes,
Will heartily thank us, no doubt, for our pains:
If we do not buy the poor creatures, they will:
And tortures and groans will be multiplied still…

William Cowper



(Formerly) Friends Meeting House 
Highshore Road (formerly Hanover Street), SE15 5AU
Built: 1816 Architect: Cost: £1,650
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Mrs Elizabeth Petipher Cash
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"A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and 
culture is like a tree without roots."

Marcus Garvey

Thank you



Further links, materials & 
recordings

https://www.southwark.anglica
n.org/truth-telling 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southwark.anglican.org%2Ftruth-telling&data=05%7C02%7CWeisi.Dennis%40southwark.anglican.org%7C0f9082a2d65d434f084b08de5e7eda3c%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C639052096088700133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1A%2F1WeZZJEzC9rrdCVINbAiIZvefEixSdmNxjGYPP0%3D&reserved=0
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