
Reading
between the

lines of
material culture

at

Croydon
Minster

Revd Michael Walcott

with input from

Miss Stephanie Offer



38%

33%

27%

2%

Asian White Black Other

25%

40%

30%

5%

Asian White Black Other

Congregation at Croydon Minster by Ethnic Group

       8:00am                   10:00am                   



18%

49%

23%

2%

8%

Asian White Black Other Mixed

Population of Croydon by Ethnic Group
Source: 

Office for National Statistics –
Census 2021



What 
shapes our 

perspectives
?













There’s more in the mortar 
than the pestle.

‘Never judge 
a book by its 

cover.’





Croydon Minster’s 
links with
African chattel 
enslavement

- Stephanie Offer



We have
STORIES
to tell to
the nations… ‘Some people say 

when we are born, 
we’re born into stories. 

I say, 
we’re also born from stories.’

- Ben Okri



















Thank You!



Further links, materials & 

recordings

https://www.southwark.anglica

n.org/truth-telling 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southwark.anglican.org%2Ftruth-telling&data=05%7C02%7CWeisi.Dennis%40southwark.anglican.org%7C0f9082a2d65d434f084b08de5e7eda3c%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C639052096088700133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1A%2F1WeZZJEzC9rrdCVINbAiIZvefEixSdmNxjGYPP0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southwark.anglican.org%2Ftruth-telling&data=05%7C02%7CWeisi.Dennis%40southwark.anglican.org%7C0f9082a2d65d434f084b08de5e7eda3c%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C639052096088700133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1A%2F1WeZZJEzC9rrdCVINbAiIZvefEixSdmNxjGYPP0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southwark.anglican.org%2Ftruth-telling&data=05%7C02%7CWeisi.Dennis%40southwark.anglican.org%7C0f9082a2d65d434f084b08de5e7eda3c%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C639052096088700133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1A%2F1WeZZJEzC9rrdCVINbAiIZvefEixSdmNxjGYPP0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southwark.anglican.org%2Ftruth-telling&data=05%7C02%7CWeisi.Dennis%40southwark.anglican.org%7C0f9082a2d65d434f084b08de5e7eda3c%7C0f8e0944e8eb48d8b3501f1a839f2382%7C0%7C0%7C639052096088700133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1A%2F1WeZZJEzC9rrdCVINbAiIZvefEixSdmNxjGYPP0%3D&reserved=0
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