3 Bible Studies in John Chapter 1.1-18 - Life, Light, Love
Part 3 - LOVE

Everyone will need a copy of the Bible for this study, either a physical copy or use the Bible.

Begin by praying to ask the Holy Spirit to help us to understand the good news about God
found in the Bible.

Ask someone to read John Chapter 1.1-18 out loud.

In our first two studies we focussed on the topics of ‘life’ and ‘light’. We saw that all things
exist and have life because of the Word of God, that is Jesus Christ. We saw that Jesus
Christ is the true light, the light of the world, and that we have to come to the light of Christ
in order to have a relationship with God. This week we will continue with the topic of ‘love’
and ‘grace’.

Now read John 1: 14-18 again carefully out loud.

Q.1 ‘The Word became flesh and lived among us’ (verse 14). How would you put this
verse into your own words? What does it mean to you personally?

A.1  Everyone gives their own answer one by one.

Q.2 Read verse 14 again and think about the word ‘glory’. ‘Glory’ is a very rich word, with
different shades of meaning. When we meditate on the glory of God and of Jesus Christ, it
can produce in us awe and wonder and adoration. 2 Corinthians 3:18 tells us that when we
think about the glory of Jesus we can be changed into his likeness more and more.

Pause and think about the glory of Jesus. What comes into your heart and mind?
A.2  Everyone can share their own reflections.

Q.3 ‘We have seen his glory .... full of grace and truth’(verse 14)

‘From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace’ (verse 16)

‘Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ’ (verse 17)

Think about the word ‘grace’. John, the writer of this book, was present at the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus. John saw supremely the glory of Jesus — and it was full of grace.

Think of Jesus dying on the cross. Think of the glory of his death on the cross. Think of the
grace that is shown by his death on the cross. Think of the love that is shown by his death on
the cross. What does this grace and love shown by Jesus on the cross mean to you? How
does it affect your heart?



A. 3 As part of your discussion, read this information to the group, to help you think about
this topic.

In the New Testament, the Greek word for love is agape. This love is not about nice feelings.
It is about thinking of the needs of the other person and wanting the best for them.In the
New Testament, the Greek word for grace is charis. This is about God giving us blessings that
we do not deserve. We do not deserve to receive anything from God, because we are
sinners.

Read these verses taken from Romans Chapters 5 to show that the grace of Christ comes
directly from the love of God:

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that he has given to us
(verse 5)

God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us (verse 8)

The grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for
many (verse 15)

Those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ (verse 17)

(The free gift of God is eternal life - Romans 6:23)

Q.4 Readverse 17 again. In Romans 3 verse 19, we read that ‘through the law comes the
knowledge of sin’. Before Jesus Christ, all people were under the law of Moses, but they
didn’t have grace.

Turn to Romans 3 verses 21 — 26 and read them together.
Is it possible to be righteous in the sight of God by fulfilling the law and behaving well?

A.4  No, itis not possible to attain righteousness in our own power. The law only reveals
to us our unrighteousness. God himself is righteous and will justify those who have faith in
Jesus. The Christian experiences this by reqgularly saying sorry to God, turning from our sins,
and receiving God'’s grace.

Q.5 ‘From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace’ (verse 16)
An alternative reading of this verse is:

‘From his fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another’.
What are some of the many blessings that God gives us because he loves us?

A.5  Discuss your ideas



Q.6 Read verse 14 and verse 18 again. How has Jesus made God known to us?
A. 6  Think of some of the things that Jesus said about the Father in the Gospels.

For example, he told us that God the Father wants us to worship him in spirit and in truth
(John 4:23)

Think of some of the things that Jesus did that showed that not only was he demonstrating
the loving and compassionate character of God, but also he did things that only God could
do, showing that Jesus is God. (John 1:1 — “The Word was God’)

For example, he healed many people, and he forgave sins. (Mark 2:1-12)

Think about how Jesus made God known to us in his death and resurrection.

Time to pray

Pause, and think in your hearts about the glory of the Lord. Pray prayers of thanks and
praise and worship and adoration to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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