Annual Report for Away From It All Holidays “AFIA” for 2024

AFIA was slow to get going this summer; no holidays were booked until May. By the end of August, 11 families had got away on a 4 night caravan holiday to a Haven caravan park on the South coast, near Chichester. A new thing this season has been to order and pay £20 for a “towel bale” which enabled every person to have a shower towel and a hand towel for their stay. I decided it would be a good idea to pay £22 per family for Haven Holiday Protection which AFIA benefited from when 2 families needed to change their dates. It meant we only lost minimal money.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Haven were still offering 14 free swimming sessions per family, which was very generous. 3 more families were able to enjoy a holiday in the October half term break. We continued to pay up to £100 towards the travel expenses; either train tickets or petrol costs, which we paid after the holiday, when we had received evidence in the form of petrol receipts or train tickets. This has totalled £963.32 with 12 families claiming so far. 

Feedback from these holidays has been entirely positive, with the families enjoying being together and enjoying the caravan and facilities on the park. These are families who mostly, have never had a holiday and who cope with all manner of adversities, including, being single mothers, having children with autism and other disabilities. This was sent by a key worker:-“My 2 families who had a holiday, had an amazing time. I do not think they ever had such a big master bedroom, and the ensuite was like a cherry on the top for them”. From a mum, “I’d like to send a huge thank you to the amazing people that made this holiday possible for me, my son and my mum. It brought us together. This wouldn’t have happened without your kindness. My son came out of his shell and experienced things he wouldn’t have as we come from a busy town”, and another mum, “Our holiday was great, the children had a ball too. It was very much needed, you can never really comprehend how much a holiday is needed until you are actually living it”.  

I also arranged day trips for 3 refuges in the Diocese; Croydon, Sutton and Redhill. 2 groups went to Butlin’s at Bognor by coach; Butlin’s offered us 25% discount on the entrance fee which was generous. The 3rd group went to Bockett’s Farm in Surrey, also by coach. They all had a marvellous time. The amount spent during this year is £12,699.02. I already have 13 families on a waiting list for next year and I shall start booking soon into the New Year.
  
Thank you so much to members who have fund-raised and donated to the AFIA fund. You have made a difference to 60 adults and 71 children; 131 people in total. Thank you very much for your ongoing support for this very worthwhile Mothers’ Union project.

We are so grateful for the wonderful generosity of our “unknown” benefactor, who has really boosted our AFIA fund over many years, ensuring many more families could take advantage of
your kindness. Thank you SO much.

