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Introduction to Pardeh-Khaany

Pardeh-Khaany is an Ancient Persian narrative

artform that was employed to tell the exploits of the kings of days
gone by. In it, a naghaal (narrator) stands in front of a beautifully
painted curtain depicting the story, and unfolds events in a dra-
matic, poetic style. This is accompanied by and interspersed with
music played on traditional instruments.

Our Pardeh-Khaany is unique in that it tells the story of the birth of
the King of Kings, inspired by the readings often used at Carol ser-
vices and with music to celebrate the incarnation. We don’t know
how certainly we can make this claim, but we have a feeling that it
may even be the first of its kind!

This Pardeh-Khaany has drawn together creative energy and input
from the breadth of our Farsi Fellowship, highlighting the talents of
our brothers and sisters, many of whom are experiencing day to
day the hardships and challenges of the life of an asylum seeker.
Our beautiful pardeh (curtain) was brought to life pinned to the wall
of a hotel room that has been housing a whole family every day for
twenty months, our musicians practised their instruments surround-
ed by the noise and chaos of the many nations in temporary asy-
lum accommodation, our narrators managed to find a peace in their
minds to compose these beautiful words, whilst experiencing daily
liminality and uncertainty.

Only the one in whom there is life, who made himself known to us
by being born in the chaos of a stable during a mass migration, fled
persecution in the first weeks of life, and who himself had no se-
cure place to lay his head could bring such beauty and artistic ex-
pression to life in the hearts and talents of our friends.

We hope that you enjoy this performance, aided by the English
words in this booklet, and take this opportunity to contemplate with
fresh eyes how deeply is felt the miracle of Jesus, Emmanuel: God
with us.

Rev’d Emma Lowth
Associate Vicar for Farsi Ministry
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With huge thanks to the many chefs, hosts, DJs and help-
ers who made this event possible.

Khasteh nabaashid!
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6 readings used to form Pardeh- khaany
Sunday 17 Dec 2023

«The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.
First scene (Isaiah 9,2-7)

«The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Second scene (Luke 1.26-38)

«St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
Third scene (Luke 2.1-7)

«The shepherds go to the manger.
Fourth scene (Luke 2.8-20)

«The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Fifth scene (Matthew 2.1-12)

«St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
Sixth scene (John 1.1-14)



= First scene

Carol — Ba name khodavande jaan aafarin

(In the name of God, the Giver of Life)

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.
Narrator: Sepideh

In the name of the Life-giving, creator of Earth!
The Most Wise! causing speech on the tongue to own.

The Bountiful Giver! who aids when implored; The Kind,
Sin-Forgiving, Excuse-Taking Lord!

The Earth’s crust is His banquet, for “high” and for “low”; At this
feast free to all no matter it’s friend, no matter it’s foe.

For He helps. all His creatures and knows ev’ry mind.
In Him self-reliance and grandeur you see,

For His kingdom is old and His nature is giving for free.
The extent of His glory, no mortal has found.

His exquisite beauty, no vision can bound.
O’er His nature the bird of swift thought cannot fly.

To the skirt of His praise Reason’s hand comes not nigh.

To the first, by the feet of Inquiring you’ll hie; And from this, on the
wings of Affection you'll fly.

The curtains of Fancy are torn up by Truth; A curtain, save glory,
remains not, for sooth!

Saadi

«The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You
have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day
of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
4
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= First scene
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;

Authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forever-
more. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. »

Isaiah 9,2-7
Praise to you, O Christ.

= Second scene

Hymn — Myshekafam asemanha (I break through the heavens)
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Narrator: Leila

«In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.

Luke 1.26-33

God looked at this earth from heaven
With the power of Holy spirit, virgin became heavy with the Baby.

The fulfilment of Justice, came from the spirit and breath of God From
the Spirit of God, Christ Jesus came

“Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?”

The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you;

5



— Second scene

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age

has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.»

Luke 1.34-38

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water,
Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters,
Mary did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new,

This child that you deliver will soon deliver you.

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man,
Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm the storm with His hand,
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod,

When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God.

Oh, Mary did you know, the blind will see,

The deaf will hear, the dead will live again.

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb,
Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation.

Mary did you know that you baby boy would one day rule the nations,
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect lamb,
This sleeping child you're holding is the great / Am.

Buddy Greene

Praise to you, O Christ.
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= Third scene

Solo on Setar

The story of the birth of Jesus Christ
Narrator: Hadiyeh

Next, | would like to tell you about the reason for Joseph and
Mary's travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem:

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered.

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.

Luke 2.1-7

O One who connects lips with smile
O my Saviour, Jesus my God,

O Lord, tonight is start of seasons,
The Door to enter is open tonight.

At the end, a host gave them a low room or shelter to spend the
night till morning, where he kept his animals. A humble place but
there was roof over their heads for tired and heavily pregnant
Mary.

This is how the son of God, Jesus Christ, was born in a manger in
a low and very humble position in this world and without any
resemblance to earthly princes. This is how we experience light
shining through the darkness in this world.

Holy King, | salute You,
Salutations to you, mighty Saviour,

My lips say your name again,
Happiness travels with your message.

Praise to you, O Christ.



= Fourth scene
Hymn: Az jaan o del khaaham to raa

The shepherds go to the manger. (Luke 2.8-20)
Narrator: Mina

| want to take you with me to a dark and quiet night in Bethlehem.

It was night, a black and dark night, one could not see eye to eye
and only heard the howling of wolves and the chirping of crickets in
the desert of Bethlehem.

The shepherds were sitting next to their sheep in the darkness of
the night. Suddenly the desert became as bright as day, even
brighter than day, the shepherds had never seen a light like that, as
they were seeing the light with astonishment and wonder, an angel
appeared to them from among the light, and those shepherds died.
They were afraid, the angel came closer and closer and said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host ...”

A star shone and became the brightest (like the moon) in our midst,
He became the dearest and nearest to our hearts.

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.”

Love came and love came; Jesus Christ came,
A man with a heart full of light, came from the Father,
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= Fourth scene
He, the high Priest came; He came with a heart as

bright as the brightest star like moon,

He came from the Father; with His permission His Word,

Flower came and has scattered his fragrance;
What a container of the Holy water?

He, the King, with the face full of Grace and dignity,

A man from the Lord's land, what a feast His Love has,

The Passion he has for Adam and his children, O my Lover what a
Mercy He has,

Adapted from the poem of Dr Mohammad Hossein Adeli

Praise to you, O Christ.

— Fifth scene

Carol — Az soye mashregh (From the East)

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Narrator: Katayoun

«In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by
the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ” Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared .



= Fifth scene

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligentl

for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that |
may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king,
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.»

Matthew 2.1-12

By God's command from the virgin girl

Joyful and bright light appears,

A bright star from his birth

Starts singing from the firmament of the sky;,
As Magi saw that pure star

Above the dome like the bright Sun,

They joyfully, with happiness hastened there,

To open their treasure chest and give their gifts.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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= Sixth scene

Improvisation on Daf : Zanyar

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
Narrator: Mina

«In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. »

John 1.1-14
Praise to you, O Christ.
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