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Introduction to Pardeh-Khaany

Pardeh-Khaany is an Ancient Persian narrative artform that was
employed to tell the exploits of the kings of days gone by. In it, a
naghaal (narrator) stands in front of a beautifully painted curtain
depicting the story, and unfolds events in a dramatic, poetic style.
This is accompanied by and interspersed with music played on
traditional instruments.

On the day of Pentecost, Jerusalem was full of people from the
different nations, speaking different languages, including from what
is now modern day Iran. Each of them heard the Good News in
their own language as the Holy Spirit was poured out on the
disciples. To celebrate, the Farsi Christian Fellowship has prepared
a very special telling of the Pentecost story. Our talented naghaals
have entered into the fear, hope and joy of the days from the
Crucifixion to Resurrection to Ascension to the Coming of the Holy
Spirit to compose words which will help us feel afresh the
anticipation of the disciples as they waited for the gift that Jesus
had promised.

‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses [...] to the ends of the earth.’
Acts 1.8

These words feel particularly important for a community for whom
Christian faith and witness comes with significant risk. The church
in Iran and Afghanistan is one of the fastest growing in the world,
growing despite significant limitation and penalties under the
present regime. And so we pray and ask the Holy Spirit to move
among our friends and family in Iran and Afghanistan, to strengthen
the church and to protect our Christian brothers and sisters living in
these places.

We hope that you enjoy this performance, aided by the English
words in this booklet, and as you hear the Good News proclaimed,
God’s message of forgiveness, peace and love will be known in
your own heart.

Rev’d Emma Lowth
Associate Vicar for Farsi Ministry
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Concept and service design: Rev’d Emma and Sepi Black

Graphic design and pardeh art: Mahtab

Narrators: Sepideh, Hediyeh, Katayoun, Mina, Keyvan

Singers: Mina, Katayoun, Hediyeh, Hadis

Musicians: Adel, Hadis, Sa'eed

Slides and projection: Maryam

Service Order: Farokh

With huge thanks to the many chefs, hosts, and helpers
who made this event possible.

Khasteh nabaashid!
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5 readings used to form Pardeh- khaany

to Celebrate Pentecost and dDescending of
the Holy Spirit

Sunday 19 May 2024

«Death on the cross.
First scene - Christ gave His life on the Cross.
(Luke 23. 33) ( Luke 23. 44-56).

oJesus Christ is risen from the dead.
Second scene - Resurrection.
(Matthew 28. 1 - 8).

«Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ and the time of in
waiting of the upper room.

Third scene (Acts1. 3 - 9).

«The Holy Spirit descends on those who are waiting.
Fourth scene (Acts 2.1 -12).

«Peter's declaration of the Good News.

Fifth scene (Acts 2.17 - 24).



— First scene
Solo 1

Death on the cross
(Luke 23. 33) ( Luke 23. 44-56).

Narrator: Sepideh

"In the name of the Life-giving, creator of Earth!
The most wise! causing speech on the tongues "
Poet: Saadi

"In the name of the God who gives life. He points out to the moonlit
at night

God is Compassion, God is love, who has a smile of love on His
lips"

Poet: Hanif Orsaniji

Today's speech is the speech of love and words cannot express it
deep enough, the Cross is a strange place, His throne is the throne
of a lover who gives his life to take away sorrows and heals
wounds, free the captives. To the hopeless, he gives hope and
give life to the dead, yes, the cross is the throne of the lover who
gives life, gives His life....

"Life- giving, the true saviour is, Christ. Eternal Almighty Christ
O Christ, O power of your love. Your light, O explosion of your love

You are the shelter of the world and people. You are our fortress,
our strong tower

You are head, you are master, you are king. O God the Lord of
powerful verses.

The light of truth in the sky of Calvary. O God, O hero of Calvary."

Poet: Hanif Orsaniji

Js‘ oé).; =

) silsi S

WS o0 B o 59y 1) 095 (il ¢ plle (i
(BF G PP al g Y'Y 4l XY Ol Bg)) colo 69y 2 Syo

ol (ylgS 00y

8T b3 90 s s o8 ol wiglas by

(=)

B oo Lo (g y olo b & W o ol & glas el

e aised (i < a4 8yl a5 Gl Q3910 (o Niglas

(w39l i)

ez Sl ko (ol (T by Gos 5l W ofly 9 ol Gl (B 90l e
b a5 0 ymr 995 b 1y b ol a5 WS oo S ol aF ol itble cilabis C cconsl
WA g5 il ) 0 o g ks vl 1y cyloimol B e jhas 3T 1 oyl sl ey L 1,

S o0 5l ol caBS o0 oyl 45 Cawl Able calal i cudo (]

T 3llao H08 gl ylogls T G 3 (0 856 ol

S S Tumo T g o axld &9 ol 3 plle oby
¢ ob b 4l glos o ¥ Pyl 29 H9 w29
bizds oo ped (gl s g el Glows y0 32 598
(gl s> )
f



doleoy =

99 T L LT 501 gl cdiimy ain 98u0 o dlS 1y (4] 45 midg0 4 (492 9

A0 yS ghian gl o 2 (6,0 g Cawly Byb g (S BTl

3,1 Elygm o o (oS (sl (xSdg Cawl b5 00595 Iy (LSS
G5 095 Gl sl D9yt (2 ST gl (s 50
oo Wl 050 glas (gl oo i ye 29 bl o 50

(w9l s> )

03 g Sl S, w93 g CdyS 158 1) oo o plod (S U b Pl @1 g
T 9 Gldwd 4 juy I 1S 00 Touo wily gl dy s 9 SOy a3 o3
Iy b (pl o9 " 09y sl dgod ek 1) (sl 9 S 1y (] € o lew (0 1) 095

Gl a5 09,5 olaig €og dlo o0 oyl (Cdidis (O 1CdS 00 WSauzxad | las o

G g S 5 (L) A Wi |y 2By (w9 Wid g oulh zear Lbled (]
)9.01 Q.g] G WSy 00,5 Calo |y of fds 3l a5 s&l.i)' L IREATY ooliuw! 590 31 of ul.sLH.uT
ot 9. sly y0 & g Tlo 9 95wid po a5 159l S 1 (ol hwgy SCul g 0 1)
Iy lad S lo LAl g 00 g4 SN 31 b aly ol 51 g el oS5 )l OL.’;%‘
30 00,91 ol 1y T g 0905 el |y s s o0kl by S8 3 cduiSro
St 0uis (190 oy 50 Wl WS g 09y oundl i Sl 45 (61 58 g dazy LS
ool Jord 3l gl e j0 a5 (U g olion SO Conw 9 39 Ak 33) (3] § -0y
b,bswﬁw.&@.él)ﬂgu\gQMM'&.?‘SQ&’)#SM)5|@}|A}¢%

L 5 o] o> > 4 1) G 595 9 9B Lo L b ylac g

= First scene

“When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one
on his left”..

There are many hard-working worn-out hands. But no one's hands
have holes like yours

Oh shine, oh never-setting Sun. O merciful God, You are good,
good.

In the silent night, the torch is in your hand. The final ruling of
revelation is in your hands

In the heart of the night, you are my sun, O God, my eternal rock.
Poet: Hanif Orsji

“It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a
loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.”
Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw
what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man
was innocent.” And when all the crowds who had gathered there
for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home,
beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance,
watching these things. Now there was a good and righteous man
named Joseph, who, though a member of the council, had not
agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of
Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God.
This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he
took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn
tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of
Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning.



= First scene

The women who had come with him from Galilee followed,
and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they

returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the sabbath they
rested according to the commandment.»

Oh health, our Sabbath and Shalom. Oh, my refuge, our
Capernaum

The One took the burden of my sorrows with His blood. He took the
death out of my soul,

Fear took my fall from me. He came and took my silence from me
There are no chains after you. There is no death after you

Wherever | have spoken of Jesus. My eyes are in the calmness of
the sea,

Because it is, it came out of nothingness. Absolute love created this
world,

The origin and the beginning is you, O first. You are the destination
and the end and the destination.

You are the origin and the first, you are the last. You are unique,
you are the broken body,

You are the owner of ages. The Lord you are the Creator,
You are the owner of ages. The Lord you are the Creator, "

Poet: Hanif Orsaniji

Praise to you, O Christ
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= _Second scene

Hymn: Az jaan o del khaaham to raa (From my hart and
My soul | want you) - (Poet : Bishop H, Tafti)
Resurrection

(Matthew 28. 1 - 8).

Narrator: Katayoun

After Sabbath, at dawn on Sunday, Mary Magdalene and St. Mary,
the mother of Jesus, went to anoint the body of Christ with
perfumes at His grave. They reached the tomb with great sadness.
It felt the death of Jesus Christ was the end of Mary Magdalene's
hopes because Jesus Christ had changed her life and had given
her a new life and character. Mary Magdalene's life without Jesus
Christ was meaningless because previously her life was a full of
fear, failure and humiliation. A life of misery and misfortune. Jesus
gave her a new life. But now, after His death, this hope felt far and
gone. Now who could give her confidence , hope and
encouragement .

“and suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like
dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid;
| know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not
here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.”
So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell
his disciples”.

They saw a man near the grave who was thought to be a
gardener. Mary didn’t recognise him at first, but after he called
Mary by her name, she recognised him.

Yes! he was Jesus Christ. He said to Mary, why are you crying, it
was said before, that | will rise again, go and tell mydisciples and

my brothers and | will meet them soon.
7



— Second scene

Mary went to the disciples of Jesus and conveyed the

message to them. In the same house where they had gathered
together 3 days ago and had locked all the doors and windows out
of fear of the Jewish elders. Jesus Christ passed through the door
and appeared among his disciples, saying "Peace be with you.
They were gathered together with Jesus Christ, and they were
terrified, He was rejected and met them by saying greetings to you
and talked with them for a while .

Friends of true colours to Christ
Those sincere witnesses

Pure children of God

Because it is the day of Pentecost
Jesus' promise came true
Disciples in a house

Together with one heart
Suddenly there was a sound

A strong wind came to their home
It blows around them

Because of the strong wind

A fire suddenly appeared
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= Second scene

The flames separated

They rested on the lives of the disciples
The Holy Spirit arrived this way

He blew himself on them

became the power of the Holy Spirit

On the lives of Peter's companions
Their souls became full of Spirit
Completing their tongues

until the spirit poured over their lives
Completed their faith

Those people from Galilee

Without special knowledge and education
They started talking

So talking in good languages

Poet: Neday-e Masih

Glory be to God



= Third scene

Hymn — Shaban-e nick (Good Shepherd)
( Poet : Mina and Adel )

Ascension and time of waiting in the upper room

(Acts1. 3 -9).

Narrator: Hediyeh

Jesus Christ, the son of God during forty days after his death, ap-
peared to His apostles alive and present many times and proved to
them in various ways that He was really resurrected and lived eter-
nally with them. He breathes. Also, in all these occasions, he con-
tinuously spoke to them about the Kingdom of God.

You introduced to me your uniqueness

You show me your beauty

You called me to the resurrection of your light

You filled me with your presence

Capture me so that | can be free in You

Break me so that | can be built up for you.

It was during one of these meetings that Jesus said to them:

Poet: Naser Hamedi

" While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,”
he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptised with
water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.”

The spirit that fell on us

Created music and Enthusiasm,

Now, O Israelites

Know the meaning this time

Jesus who was crucified
10
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= Third scene

Is the God of this world

So, the meaning suddenly
Became heart felt at that time
Peter said to them: O

Repent from the bottom of your hearts and souls
In the name of Jesus Christ
Anyone can be baptised

For Him to be with us

The Holy Spirit is granted

This is His benefit

For His children

Because Peter said so

They were encouraged at that time
Adding to the follower of Him
About three thousand people

Poet: Neday-e Masih

” So, when they had come, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his
own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight.”

Praise to you, O Christ.
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— Fourth scene
Solo 2

Holy Spirit (Pentecost)
(Acts 2. 1 -12)

Narrator: Mina

Forty days after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the day of His
ascension to heaven came. On this day, he went with his disciples
to the top of a hill near Jerusalem, where He spoke his last words
to them. It was at this moment that he emphasised his promise
again and said to them: "Now | am sending the promise that my
father gave it to you. Stay in the city of Jerusalem until you are
endowed with power from on high" (Luke 24.49). The disciples also
returned to Jerusalem according to Christ's order. They gathered in
a house every day and spent their time in worship and prayer and
waited for the promise that Jesus told them.

Like the previous days, they were busy praying and worshiping,
when suddenly a loud sound like a strong wind was heard in the
sky. Then, the flame and tongues of fire appeared and a tongue
was placed on each of them. At the same time, all of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and with his power, they praised God in
different languages, languages that they did not know about until
that moment. Soon, many gathered to inquire about the cause of
the noise. Among these people, there were pilgrims who came to
Jerusalem from different countries. He was surprised to hear that
some ordinary people worship God in their native languages.
Everyone was amazed and realised that a supernatural event had
happened here .

12
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= Fourth scene

Arab, Persian and Samaritan

Greece, Rome and Azeri

So they saw that time

These conversations on tongues
They said to these people
Undoubtedly, they are drunk
Peter stood up among them
Listen to me, O the Jews

We are not drunk

And it is not corrupted

Poet: Neday-e Masih

This event gave Peter and the other apostles the opportunity to
bring the saviour message, Christ, to the Jews, who came to
Jerusalem from different parts of the world at that time.

This is the Holy Spirit that determines which of the apostles will go
to which part of the world and preach the Gospel message. He is
the one who guides how the evangelists of the Gospel should
speak. He is the one who guides the lives of believers..

Even today, He works in the heart of man to make him look like
Christ, to realise God's good will in his life
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— Fourth scene

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit is different from being

filed with the Holy Spirit. The descending of the Holy Spirit is
called his unique descent to earth; Being filled with the Holy Spirit
happens when we surrender complete control of our lives to God. It
is given to us to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). A
believer can be filled with the Holy Spirit or quench its fire
( 1 Thessalonians 5:19). In any case, the Holy Spirit remains in the
existence of believers (unlike the Old Testament, when the Holy
Spirit came and went temporarily). Being filled with the Holy Spirit
is a direct result of submitting to God's will, and extinguishing His

fire is a direct result of disobeying His will .

O Holy Spirit, flow

with Your might and glory
Now my heart is open

So, you renew my life

Now my heart is open

To refresh my mind

Make your face shine on us
Transform our hearts

with his glory

flow in us (2)

Glory be to the name of God

Poet: Vahid Norozi

Praise to you, O Christ.
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= Fifth scene

Hymn — Myshekafam asemanha
(I break through the heavens) ( From :Elam Ministry Live)

Peter's declaration

(Acts 2.17 - 24).

Narrator: Keyvan

God says,

In the last days

I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams..

yes

| even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And | will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood,
and fire and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and
the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and
glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.’

"You too, when you heard the message of the truth, the good news
of your salvation, and believed in it, and God, by giving you the
Holy Spirit, which He had previously promised, put the seal of His
ownership on you. God's spirit is the guarantee that we will find
what he has promised to his people, and he assures us that God
will give complete freedom to his dependents, so let us praise
God."

(Ephesians 1:13-14)
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— Fifth scene

The good news that it is new all over the world
The world has woken up from a deep sleep
How the sky is showing different colours in the sky
Sometimes crying, sometimes laughing in the garden
The nature was dead, it came back to life

In the world, the light of the seal shone

That Christ who became obedient for us

He died and rose and became our saviour.

Poet: Jalil-e- Ghazagh Eiravani

(Rom. 8.11)

“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.”

Not only the creation, but also we, who have received God's Spirit
as the first fruits of God's Grace, are groaning within ourselves and
we are waiting for God to make us his children and set our whole
body free.

Praise to you, O Christ
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