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Name of
Spiritual
Gift

Purpose

Description

You are able to
discern where God
might be calling
you to spend your

Which
friend has
this gift?

To provide

resources and you

Giving Romans resou.rces for are particularly
12:8 nee;(c.js |g God’s generous in giving

ingcom them for the only

reward of seeing

God’s Kingdom

grow.
You are able to set
To lead people ..
Leadership Romans in God’s plans a vision for others
12:8 and purposes and motivate them
) to fulfil it.

You are able to

offer the strength

To offer strong | and kindness of
Compassio | Romans | friendshipto | God to those who

n 12:8 those who are need it. You are

suffering.

kind and cheerful
as you offer this
help.
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An introduction to Confirmation

‘Confirmation’ means ‘saying yes to something'. In Confirmation service ,those
who have been baptised say a firm yes to Jesus’ call to follow him through
their whole lives. But Christians have never hoped to take on this task by their
own strength alone. It is the gift of the Holy Spirit whichenables us to live each
day in the light of Jesus Christ. In Acts 1.8, before His ascension into heaven,
our Lord Jesus Christ himself said ‘you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes upon you and you will be my witnesses...’

In the Confirmation service, the Bishop follows the tradition that goes back to
the Apostles of Christ and lays hands on believers, praying for them to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. The Bishop prays:

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;
the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;
the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;
and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.

As you prepare for Confirmation, this course of six sessions aims to explore
the daily experience of living as a Christian strengthened by the Holy Spirit.
We will look at the many blessings given to us by Christ through being
members of His body, the Church, and we will prepare to take up our places in
it with confidence and strength, ready to testify to Christ in word and action.

God has called you by name and made you his own.

Some feedback from participants in the course

‘The most important reason that | loved this course was that | opened
my heart with full faith and welcomed my Lord, Jesus Christ, with an
indescribable good feeling. And | felt in my heart and soul that my soul was
filled with the Holy Spirit and have had an amazing sense of peace from that
day on.’ Zahra

‘I learned lots of information and | was amazed by the details given. It was
great. For example, | received complete information about all the church
customs from entering its doors on Sundays and what to expect.” Keyvan

‘The fact that we could share our opinions and experiences with others, made
this course very interesting.” Farbod
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Name of
Spiritual
Gift

Teacher

Bible

Ephesians
4:11

Purpose

To
communicate
the truth of
God in a clear
way that
others can
understand.

Description

You are gifted in
helping people
grow in Christian
faith and Bible
understanding by
giving clear
explanations and
making
complicated
theology more
easy to
understand.

Serving

Romans
12:7

To help others

You have the
ability to work for
the good of God'’s

kingdom,
supporting through
all kinds of
practical service.

Encourage
ment

Romans
12:8

To encourage
others

You have the
ability to see the
spiritual blessings

God is giving other
people and you
encourage them to
see it too so that
they can be
confident in faith,
hope and love.
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‘I realised that all people have spiritual gifts in one way or another . . . they
cooperate to reach to God'’s grace (bring glory to God). Therefore, spiritual
gifts are given to everyone.” Narges

‘I had a lot of questions in my mind, | found answers to the majority of them
(during the course).” Ali

A note to leaders

This course is designed for those who have already been baptised, have
spent some time attending church, and who are looking to go deeper in their
understanding of what it means to be members of Christ’s church, whether in
preparation for Confirmation or not. It is particularly focussed on meeting the
questions of those who have not been in the UK for a long time, nor had the
opportunity to worship in open fellowship before coming to this country, and
who now wish to integrate more fully into the life of the church.

We recommend setting aside 1hr 30 for each session, and inviting people to
participate in groups of approx. 8, either in one group, or with different
groups spread out over one room.

The sessions are self-explanatory — a leader can invite people to read out
the introduction to each section before the groups then engage with the
questions together. It is particularly beneficial if some time can be spent after
each section, sharing feedback across the room and offering any further
clarifications from a leader.

This course is in development and any feedback on how it worked or could
be improved for your context would be gratefully received. Please
email farsi@gqipsyhill.org.uk
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Name of
Spiritual
Gift

Bible

Purpose

To understand

Description

You are able to see
the overall picture
of how God is at
work and how new

Apostle Ephesians | the blg.plcture ideas, projects or
4:11 and pioneer
new things even churches can
gs- be started which
will increase God'’s
Kingdom.
You often spend
time talking about
To tell the Je:zs lceh;;;t)v:rt:
Good News of peop -
. not Christians, you
. Ephesians Jesus to L
Evangelist invite them to
4:11 people who
church and you
are not
Christians help them
understand the
faith for
themselves.
You care for the
spiritual needs of
To care for the | many people and
Pastor Ephesians spiritual give an example of
4:11 growth of mature faith
believers through your own

life that others can
follow.
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The Lord’s Supper

Week 1 : The Lord’s Supper

1- Introduction

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.’

The Lord’s supper is the most important act of worship for many Christians. We
gather together to repeat the actions which Jesus performed with his disciples
on the night before he died. We do this because In the Lord’s supper, we
believe that Jesus himself is present with us in the bread and wine. Even in an
ordinary relationship, sometimes a hug says more than a thousand words. And
if a friend or family member is missing, sometimes we remember them through
something we do, or an object that reminds us of them. In the Lord’s Supper,
Jesus gives us a physical moment to experience and remember his
presence even though he is not with us in body. It is an expression of his love to
us and it keeps us going in our relationship with Him.

Question: What has been your experience of the Lord’s Supper in church
services? What did you see? What did you feel about it? What questions do
you want to ask about it?

Cawgd plas closl

Olxad gl 9 z

B gl 3l (oo Lo

Syl g oz I o 5l | S0 sl
oyl g o 5S> | S )n asjwﬁ‘ b ol
s> bbojyy OX ey 5 PR )
ST ooz slalasls | slags ol )
il s Sl b 5,8 RWRes
S saaline oy b
Iy 095 g el Lo
)90 )0 Cutno By
0 S b s (e | e )L b
A e 45 08 | a5 g3ldl |y | ol ol .
o s LS L gl | st (e | V) T Y o
oo S8 il 4y g 0 T
30 e Shola b oS
S 1 095 (sl
oo slajls 4 Lo
Sl 350 51 (6 )k
SN s | Sl
olesl 5l ol digad 09> Sy SWNE: i
o e o ahl AL | el "

Ol Sl wilsi oo oS0

"




Name of
Spiritual
Gift

Discernme
nt of
Spirits

Bible

1
Corinthians
12:10

Purpose

To discern
whether
something is
from God

Description

You are able to
understand
whether someone
is acting or
speaking out of
God'’s power,
human power or
satanic power.

Notes for
myself

Which
friend has

this gift?

Speaking in
tongues

1
Corinthians
12:10

To speak an
unknown
language

You have the
ability to speak in
different
languages, both
natural and
spiritual, in order
to encourage the
Christian
community. In
public, this gift
requires
interpretation.

Interpreta
tion of
tongues

1
Corinthians
12:10

To interpret a
language

You have the
ability to
understand the
meaning of a
natural or spiritual
language in order
to explain it to
other people.
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Read Matthew 26.26-29

% \While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he
broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.” ¥’ Then he
took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all
of you; 2 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins. 21 tell you, | will never again drink of this fruit of the
vine until that day when | drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’

On the night before he died, Jesus celebrated the feast of Passover with his
closest disciples. He took the bread and wine at the meal and he gave it a new
meaning.

Question: What does the broken bread represent?

Question: What does the poured-out wine represent?

Jesus’ death takes away the sins of the whole world. His death is the final fulfil-
ment of the sacrifices made to atone for sin.

2- Preparing for the Lord’s Supper

Holy Communion is very important to Christians and it is important that we pre-
pare our hearts and minds well for it. This is why the Lord’s Supper always
takes place inside a service where we confess our sins to God and ask for for-
giveness.

‘Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us.’
We are also commanded to remember that we, the church of Christ, are now
known as the body of Christ. Because Jesus has made it possible for us to live
in peace with God, it is important for Christians to live in peace with each
other. For this reason, Christians share the peace in the service.

‘The peace of the Lord be always with you! Let us offer one another a sign
of peace’

slyp 2
4 dogly dlys oo Lo
sool)l bl (S LT | s ol )
T : ok 3 gl o
S8 b asglas a8 | e LT as! TAY L LRSS
LY =) .
Slasd o8 Gl | il B L%
S
wilize sl by .
S s g b | oo ln | Ok U i
l) s anel> b Soa oS | aly ol L ¥
FROwE IV IV VR e e
N
oSS Jsl | 4z
Syre b o (L) S| SO et :
: ANV ol | sl gl
slelholbalsl, o
Ve e
o U

YA



Name of
Spiritual
Gift

Bible

Purpose

Description

God answers your
prayers to bring

1 To call on God | healing on others
Healing | Corinthians to heal who are sick
129 supernaturally emotionally,
mentally or
physically.
A miracle is an
event that shows
God'’s power and
1 To call on God purpose. God
Miracles | Corinthians todo answers your .
12:10 supernatural prayer's to show hIS
acts amazing power in
situations where
only God can
intervene.
The Holy Spirit
reveals the truth to
1 you about the
Corinthians . saving gr:?\ce of
12:10, To pouzt Jesus Christ, so
Prophecy | Ephesians people > that you can
411 attention to encourage or
’ Jesus Christ comfort people. It
Romans .
12:6 might be about

something now or
something for the
future.
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The Lord’s Supper
haswe gl gy b

Read 1 Corinthians 11.27-32 N PRYES

Olxad gl 9 z

#\Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unwor-

thy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. * Examine
yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 2 For all who
eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgement against b elid sles gl
themselves. *° For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and some have sln b2 oo el ll ‘SLM sl
died. * But if we judged ourselves, we would not be judged. *But when we are bl RIS olRe | sl ojzs Ul“’s S
judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along e e ) iglas AR et
with the world. e I Bl e
Question: What does it mean to participate in the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy
manner?
aS sl (g0ldyg, 0 jre
Question: How will you prepare your heart and mind at the Confession and [y Wglas Bus g ,08
Peace in the church service? Wglas e o lis
Question: Is there anyone who should not eat the bread and wine at o el e slales | wglas wges | Las 3 s
communion? oo Cubae oo | Jleelplbmil 4 | 4T VY OL fl;’d‘
Vg o los LisaS | sl ojene ) s
3- Leaving the Lord’s Supper OH SRCHRUIREC GTEERW
oals Hlis wiglas 3.5
After the Lord’s Supper has been celebrated and everyone has received the S
bread and wine, a final prayer is prayed — often like this one:
Almighty God, ol Cids yesad g,
We thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus oais Slos Lasd 350 UL""'P Js!
Christ. Lo 5l g (oot LIVY b
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. sl b 05 e IS8T gl ol oLr“:é‘ 9V
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and Gl b 985 1 oy = R poe | 1)l Fol e
glory. e oS s | T [ e
Amen J& olesye Gz 950 Py
Christian faith is not just about attending church on Sunday. This prayer asks a3l ool 6l 69,50 b
for God’s power to enable us to live as Christians every day of the week in our
normal lives.
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Name of
Spiritual
Gift

Bible

Purpose

Description

You understand

Notes for
myself

Which
friend has
this gift?

To di
© d,ISCEI‘n the Holy Spirit’s
1 God's way mind in a situation
Wisdom | Corinthian| forward in
and are able to
$12:8 complex
S offer Godly
situations .
guidance.
You pay attention
to the insights that
To understand | the Holy Spirit is
1 what God giving about a
Knowledge | Corinthian | wants you to particular
s12.8 know about a | situation, and you
situation. allow God to guide
you in using that
information.
You have a special
trust and
) confidence in
To confidently
1 trust God for prayer that the
Faith Corinthian . needs in the
particular . .
s12:9 . community will be
things

met by God for the
sake of His good
plans.
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The Lord’s Supper

Question: Think about your day on Monday — how did you live and work for
God'’s praise and glory?

Laweml gyl
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Question: What challenges do you encounter to your faith during the week?
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Christian Fellowship

Week 2: Christian Fellowship

1- Introduction
‘Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one
bread.’

In the last session, we thought about how the Lord’s Supper is of central

importance in Christian worship because it reminds us of Jesus’ sacrifice for us,
but also because celebrating it holds us together as one, as the members of the
body of Christ.

Another word to describe the body of Christ is the ‘church’, and it comes from
the Greek word ‘ekklesia’ which means a ‘gathering of people’. Although the
building in which we meet for worship is called church, notice how the true
meaning of church is the not the bricks and windows of the building, it is not
even the religious ceremony, but it is the individual people gathered together
who themselves are the church. In fact, Jesus himself said that the coming
together of his people is so important that even when ‘Two or three are
gathered together in my name, | am there among them.’(Matthew 18:20)
Question: What different experiences of church community have you had so
far? In your opinion, what is the value of being a member of church? What kind
of relationship do you think members of the church should have with one
another?

2- Equal in worth
Jesus taught that he came to save sinners — everyone who understands they

need his grace. He didn’t limit his invitation to special groups, but he welcomed
everyone who responded to him. As a result, the Christian church welcomes
everyone no matter the race, culture, gender, status and ability.

Read Galatians 3:27-28
‘For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. 2 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there

male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’
5
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Christian Fellowship

Question: How can each of us grow equal friendships between Christians of
different backgrounds in our church community?

Question: Have you made any surprising friendships since being a member of
church?

We are part of a worldwide family, therefore we each must follow Jesus’ call to
avoid showing any racial or social prejudice.

3- Forgiving one another
The church is not made up of perfect people who never make any mistakes. It

is made up of people who recognise that they are not perfect and want to do
their best to follow Jesus with the help of the Holy Spirit. As a result, one of the
most important Christian commandments, and also one of the hardest things to
do, is to say ‘Sorry’ to each other and to say ‘I forgive you.’

Read
Matthew 18 verses 15-17 and verses 21-22

% f another member of the churchsins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained
that one. " But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you,
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. "7 If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
Gentile and a tax-collector.

' Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven times? # Jesus said
to him, ‘Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

Question: What principles does Jesus teach for how to deal well with a
situation when someone upsets us?

- What should be the first action?

- What should be the second action?

- What should be the third action?

Calool
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Preparing for the Confirmation Service

5- You will kneel in front of the Bishop, who will pray these prayers, inviting the
Holy Spirit to fill you with every spiritual blessing:

Almighty and ever-living God,

you have given these your servants new birth
in baptism by water and the Spirit,

and have forgiven them all their sins.

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;

the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;

the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;
and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.
Amen.

6- The bishop will come to each person individually and will lay hands on your
head, saying:

God has called you by name and made you his own.

Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.
Amen.

7- After this special and holy moment, we will continue with prayers and will cel-
ebrate Holy Communion together, giving thanks for the presence of the Holy

Spirit in our lives.

8- At the end of the service there will be the opportunity to take photographs
with the Bishop and to celebrate.
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Christian Fellowship

Question: When we are hurt it can be tempting to judge someone or gossip
about them. Why are these behaviours destructive?

Question: In the Lord’s prayer we ask God to forgive us in the same way that
we forgive others. What does this tell you about the importance of forgiveness?

4- Love and support

The church is a community where we each play our part in loving and

supporting one another. One person’s need is everyone’s to support. One
person’s joy is everyone’s to celebrate. Although sometimes church meetings
take place online and between members who are far apart, the real life of the
church is about the encouragement and support that we offer to each other
through being a regular part of each other’s lives.

Read Hebrews 10.24-25

2 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, **not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Question: What can you do to encourage the other members of the church?
Question: If you move away from this area, how will you maintain your
involvement in a church community? Why is it important to find a church near to
where you live?

5- Prayer topics for the week ahead:

o Ask Jesus to speak to you about forgiveness and see if there is anyone he
is asking you to forgive. Pray for his help to do so.

e Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you to be an encouragement to other Christians
this week. As you pray, who does he bring to your mind to pray for?

e Do you have a close Christian friend that you can pray with regularly? If not,
ask God to bring such a friend into your life.
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Preparing for the Confirmation Service

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.

May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ
Give you also strength to continue in the way.
Amen.

4- you will declare your faith in the words of the Creed, along with the whole
church.

Brothers and sisters, | ask you to profess
together with these candidates
the faith of the Church.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen. 22
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Natural and Spiritual Gifts — Serving in the church

Week 3: Natural and Spiritual Gifts — Serving in the
church

1- Introduction

‘May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup
bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.’

In the last session, we thought about how the ‘church’ is not a building but is us
Christians gathered together. Our common faith in Jesus Christ makes us care
about one another in the same way as we would care about the different parts
of our own body.

Thanks to the empowering of the Holy Spirit, whom we received in our hearts
when we put our faith in Christ, we do not serve one another and follow Jesus
through our own power alone, but the Holy Spirit empowers us so that together
we can encourage and help each other, and work for the glory of God.

We can think of Jesus Christ as giving each one of us a job to do in his plan for
his Kingdom.

Question: What skills and abilities do you have? What do you enjoy doing?
How would you like to contribute to God’s Kingdom?

2- What are Spiritual Gifts?

Every person has natural gifts and abilities — one person may be good at art,
another person at science, another in music. Spiritual gifts are similar to natural
gifts but they are also different. The similarities are that each of us will receive a
different combination of spiritual gifts from God, and some of them may be
linked to our natural abilities. The difference is that spiritual gifts are
supernaturally empowered and are to be used for God’s purposes. They are an
expression of God’s grace in the lives of ordinary people, taking or transforming
a natural talent into a supernatural talent, and sometimes giving us a new gift
that we have never had the ability in before, like the ones in this Bible passage.
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Preparing for the Confirmation Service

Preparing for the Confirmation Service

1- Before the service, the Bishop will come early to meet you and to say hello.
Don'’t be late!
2- At the Confirmation service, the Bishop will first ask you to declare that you

have been baptized and you are ready to be confirmed.

Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit?
I have.

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart to affirm your faith
in Jesus Christ?

I am.

3- The bishop will then invite you to remember your baptism, and the vows that
you made to follow Jesus Christ. You will declare your baptism vows again, to

reaffirm their importance in your life:

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.

Therefore | ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
| submit to Christ.
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Natural and Spiritual Gifts — Serving in the church

Read

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

“ Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; >and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; ®and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. " To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, °to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, "°to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds
of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. ™ All these are activated by
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.’

Question: Look closely at verse 7. What is the purpose of these gifts?
Question: Have you experienced, used or seen these gifts before? What
happened?

The purpose of Spiritual gifts is always for the common good of Christians and
to glorify Jesus Christ. We should never consider that a certain gift makes us a
better Christian than another person — remember that we are all equal — sinners
forgiven by God. But these gifts are something to use humbly in the service of
Jesus and his Kingdom.

3- Discovering our qifts

Each of us has natural and spiritual gifts which God has given us to use in his
Kingdom. One of the best ways to discover our gifts is for other people to tell us
what they see in us.

There are several lists in the Bible of spiritual gifts. They are not complete lists
of the only gifts, but are sets of examples of the ways that the Holy Spirit equips
us.

You can now take time to read through a longer list of spiritual gifts that are
mentioned in the Bible.

found in 1 Corinthians 12.8-10, Ephesians 4.11 and Romans 12.6-8.
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Sharing our faith with others Liols @ Cwus — Jlogy g b sblac

In your own time, read Matthew 10.7-14. What advice can you learn from Gl ool &LIVE amin 10 45 Cuwsu Jolaz 5L 5 ablgtu uade OS5l aslyie | o iy o0

Jesus words here? 08 solazul

S B Leds (JO) b G yad cpl ailes s 0 a8 aualesu a5l oS les o

4- Prayer topics for the week ahead:
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asks you about your faith. Look again at the three reasons you wrote down e OB B R e L i e S R ol

in section 2 and commit them to your memory. aS s Ll ol 5 oy plaS Lo liasgs o 3ls e 55205 45 Lllae ol 0,l,0 355 05,5 4 cpgmw
e As you read the Bible verses recommended in section 3, ask the Holy Spirit fams o i L o |, Lllae (ol 51 o oS olbiangs Soples alolis |, LT auly
: [t 7O ) ~ o i = J ™ g
to guide you to the people whom he is preparing to get to know Jesus
Christ.

e Pray and ask God to confirm in you the gift of his Holy Spirit when the | | |
19y ), axdd gled wleguogo —F

Bishop prays for you at the Confirmation Service, so that you can live each

day by God’s power.
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Natural and Spiritual Gifts — Serving in the church

Either read the passages directly from the Bible, or use the table in the & dog ax Luiyl 4o .uilgmn NP BV 4T 511 Ob e Jusul g5 cilyd wligl 4o

appendix on page 26. Sy jgoby smme Slods 31 uuilgl oo

First, pray and ask God to speak to you as you read this list.

Second, read and consider the gifts — are there any that seem familiar, that you o) e ki sled Oilegbgn —F

think the Holy Spirit might be giving you already? Are there any that you really

iy o . )
want the Holy Spirit to bless you with? Make any notes you would like to next to el bl a5 < e ol e SoleT Lot & 45 nlyso osdd g, 515 a5 ks o

as |y Ll g oS oSS s S cilool ¥ sy (0 a8 (Lo a4y 0)Lg0 9 ol solel ¢ amo

each one.
Third, in your group, discuss these gifts. Do your friends have any of these gifts 3 lom 095 alidl>

onD , . . ” )
that you can recognise? Do your friends recognise any of these gifts in you?: A anlgie gl g, 5l colys o e SIS o 1) ¥ i o ond dnogt T a5 jolilen @

i S olesal) wiwliin 1) s (gmae B o5l Solal g0l o 1) L
4- Prayer topics for the week ahead: ’ ’ ’ ’

5 Loty (sl caiiol 235 4l 395 E Llae a5 wealyse I3 Sl acS s @
e Pray about the list of spiritual gifts and ask God to speak to you about how ERE o 09 Tt S ARl B ) 997 09 T SR RS 0y e el
- - L e A8 (S5 o 5,08 L ogg, o auilen b asles anly gl Lad 0 S e leo
he is equipping you to serve in his Kingdom. God may answer your prayer ) J 29 ) J °
by someone asking you to help with something. Or he may show you an

opportunity to serve and grow in your gifts.
e If you wrote down the name of a Christian friend whom you believe has a

certain spiritual gift, pray for an opportunity to tell them and encourage

them.
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Sharing our faith with others

Read 1 Peter 3.15-16

¥ Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? " But even if you
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,
and do not be intimidated, " but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always
be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account
of the hope that is in you; "®yet do it with gentleness and reverence.lKeep your
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.

Question: Think about your own faith. Write down three things about Jesus
Christ that give you hope each day:

1.

2.

3.

Question: Has anyone ever asked you about your faith? What did you say?
What did they say? Was it a good conversation or not?

Question: What does it mean to share our faith with gentleness and reverence,
as it says in verse 16?

3-It’s not our job, but God’s job

The Holy Spirit is always at work speaking to people’s hearts and preparing
them to hear the Good News about Jesus. We will be most effective in sharing
our faith when we allow the Holy Spirit to lead us to the people who are ready to
hear the hope we have.

If you would like to be more active in sharing your faith with other people, the
first thing to do is to pray and ask God to lead you to the right people and the
right conversations.

In your own time, read Acts 8.26-38, for an interesting example of how
Philip followed the Holy Spirit to share his faith. What advice can you
learn from it?

On the other hand, when someone does not want to hear about Jesus Christ
from us, then we do not have to keep on trying to persuade them. When Jesus
sent his disciples out to share the good news, he told them to trust in God, but
not to become too upset or waste their time in places where no one would listen

to them.
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Praying for each other in the power of the Holy Spirit

Week 4: Praying for each other in the power of the Holy
Spirit

1- Introduction
‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord. God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full

of your glory.’

In the last session, we started to discover the natural and Spiritual Gifts that the
Holy Spirit gives to each Christian in order to equip us to do the jobs Jesus
Christ has for us in his Kingdom. Remember how these gifts are not given for
one person’s benefit, but they are to be used to build each other up in faith.
Question: As you reflected on these gifts over the last week, did God show or
confirm for you whether he has given you a particular gift? Did you have an
opportunity to practise this gift?

2- Praying and listening to God

Some of the gifts that we receive from the Holy Spirit are particularly useful

when we pray for one another. For example, the gifts of encouragement,
healing, prophecy and words of knowledge.

When we pray for one another, we pray for a person to be encouraged,
comforted and built up in their faith. We can make any request to God — big or
small.

But we also remember that God ‘is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.” Ephesians 3.20

So, we do not just speak to God with our request, but we can also listen to the
Holy Spirit, to better understand what God’s will is for us.
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Sharing our faith with others

Week 6: Sharing our faith with others

1- Introduction

From the time of Jesus' resurrection and ascension into heaven, Jesus

commanded his followers to share the Good News with others, so that they too
can receive salvation and peace with God. Each one of us will have a person,
or several people, who spoke to us and encouraged us about faith. We can give
thanks for these friends and can think about their example as a way for us to
also encourage others.

Question: Tell the group about the person or people who most helped you in
coming to know about Jesus Christ. What did they do or say which encouraged
you?

2- Always be ready!

Some people are blessed with the spiritual gift of evangelism — they seem to be
talented at speaking to many people and becoming friends with them, and
speaking to them about Jesus. They do it fearlessly!

But it is natural that some of us would feel anxious about speaking about our
faith to others. Perhaps we fear the reaction of those who say it is a crime to
leave Islam. Perhaps we fear that we will not be able to defend our faith if they
ask lots of difficult questions.

Do not be ashamed if you feel anxious about speaking about your faith. When
there are risks, it is natural to feel worried. Not all of us have the type of
personality or the gift where we fearlessly tell strangers about Jesus, but we do
all have the ability to prepare ourselves so that if someone asks us about our
faith, we can respond. We do not have to be able to give a strong theological
argument. The most powerful thing about our faith is that we have a relationship
with God through Jesus Christ and that this gives us a hope that empowers us
to live.
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Praying for each other in the power of the Holy Spirit

Some of us may have experienced God giving us dreams or visions already.
When we come together in prayer we can ask the Holy Spirit to give us dreams
and visions for the person we are praying for. It is good to pause and wait quiet-
ly to see if the Holy Spirit wants to speak back to us. We might see a vision as
we pray. We might hear words of blessing spoken in our hearts. We might
remember a verse from the Bible which we can share with the person we are

praying for.

3- Let’s try it!

Praying for one another in the power of the Holy Spirit should be exciting, joyful,

encouraging and awe-inspiring! But sometimes we need encouragement to
know how to start and permission to give a new thing a try without fear of
getting it wrong.

In John 5.19 Jesus says ‘the Son can do nothing on his own, but only what he
sees the Father doing’ and Jesus is our perfect model when it comes to
ministry. When we pray for each other and ask God to speak by the Holy Spirit,
we will only share what the Holy Spirit inspires us with (we must put our own
agendas aside) and we offer ourselves to God’s service with gentleness and
humility.

Here is a simple way to practise listening to God in prayer.

e First, who would like to be prayed for first? They can relax and get ready to
receive from God!

e  Someone else leads the rest of the group in prayer like this: ‘Lord, thank
you that you want to bless this person. Please speak to us by your Holy
Spirit with an encouragement for him/her today.’

e Everyone waits in silence for a minute, listening to the Holy Spirit.

e Do you see a dream for this person? Or do you remember a Bible verse?
Or do you have something encouraging to say?
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Working, Resting and Money

In the UK, tax fraud and illegal employment are serious crimes, but
unfortunately easy for refugees to do if they don’t know the law. Such
practices can make you vulnerable to bad employers or landlords, limit
your ability to buy a house in future, or access on going help in old age
such as pension payments, and can slow down your progress in

becoming full members of the UK society.

Please protect yourself by taking the time to learn about UK laws, seek

advice from UK friends, and pray for God’s guidance.

5- Prayer topics for the week ahead:

e Coming to God with our needs and worries is exactly what He wants us to
do. Remembering that God is your loving Heavenly Father, tell him your
needs and concerns and ask him to provide for you.

e Now turn your attention outwards again — how might God be guiding you to

bless someone else in need with your own skills, friendship, or even
money?
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Praying for each other in the power of the Holy Spirit

o Everyone who has something in their mind can share it out loud. Everyone
else listens carefully — is the message a blessing and encouragement?
Does the message reflect the teaching of the Bible? If yes, then it can be
received from God. If no, then it should be forgotten — it has not come from
the Holy Spirit.

. The person receiving these words can also respond -

was anything particularly helpful or encouraging to hear? Did anything
sound wrong?

e You can repeat this exercise for anyone who would like to receive prayer.

4- Prayer topics for the week ahead:

Pray about any words or prayers that you received from others during today’s
session. Ask God to confirm and strengthen the messages that have come from
him.

Give thanks for any encouragement or healing you received.

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you more opportunities to practise Spiritual Gifts to
bless others in the week ahead.
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Working, resting and Money

" He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.” " You
will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us; 'for the rendering of this ministry not only
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to
God.

Question: Have you experienced generosity from other Christians? What form
did it come in?

Question: What do you think about the fact that it is church members who pay
for the running of the church?

Question: According to this Bible passage, what are the benefits and rewards
of generosity?

4- Friendly advice

As Christians, we contribute with a generous heart to the church and to those
in need, but we also live peacefully within the laws of the country that we are a
part of. This is so that others see that Christians are honest contributors to
society. Paying taxes in the UK is complimentary to the Christian law of
generosity because it contributes to everyone’s healthcare, education, housing,
benefits.

Jesus was challenged by some men who wanted to suggest that his followers
would not pay their taxes to the Emperor because perhaps they should
only pay attention to matters of God. But his straightforward answer said that he
did not agree with such a practice.

Read Mark 12.14-17

" And they came and said to him, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and
show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but teach
the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor,
or not? *®Should we pay them, or should we not?’ But knowing their hypocrisy,
he said to them, ‘Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and
let me see it " And they brought one. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is
this, and whose title?” They answered, ‘The emperor’s.” ' Jesus said to them,
‘Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at him.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+9&version=NRSVA

Working, Resting and Money

Week 5: Working, Resting and Money

1- Introduction

In every way, God has given himself to us through Jesus Christ so that we can
be rich in every way that matters — rich in spiritual blessings. Over the previous
sessions, we have seen that God is the God who blesses us and gives good
gifts to us, so that we can then be a blessing to one another. He truly is
Jehovah Jireh — God who provides.

The ways that we live our lives every day show the faith and trust that we have
in God. Our priorities reveal where our hope and security lie. This is particularly
true when we think about our attitude to work and money.

Question: Do you think that God cares about the money that you earn? What
do you think God has to say about this matter?

2- Don’t worry but trust in God

Don’t worry! It is easier to say it than to do it! But when Jesus says to us ‘don’t
worry’ he is saying it because he wants us to know that God is our Father who
cares about the details of our lives. Our heavenly father doesn’t want us to be
burdened by worry every day, but to trust that he will look after us.

Read Matthew 6.25-33

% Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? 2 Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? % And can any of you by worrying
add a single hour to your span of life? 22 And why do you worry about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, ? yet |
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.
14
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Working, resting and Money

% But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little
faith? *' Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we
drink?” or “What will we wear?” * For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. ** But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.’

Question: What advice does Jesus give us in this Bible passage?

Question: Can you think of any times where you have prayed and asked God
to provide for your needs and you have received an answer?

Question: What priorities is God asking us to focus on?

3- Giving to the Kingdom

As God’s people, we are called to contribute to the work of the Kingdom of God
through our friendship, our skills and also our money.

Did you know that all the money that the church has is donated by members of
the congregation for the sake of being able to keep the church running and for
the ministries which take place? The money donated by each member goes
towards paying for the vicar and the staff, for the heating and maintaining of the
building, for all the food and refreshments. In the Bible there is no set
requirement of how much each member should give, but each person can give
according to how God guides them and it is an honour to contribute and many
give a generous percentage of their income.

Read 2 Corinthians 9:7-12

"Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. ® And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. ? As it is written,

15
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