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Preparation for Baptism Service

* Use this page to start writing down your testimony of Faith.

You might like to think about:
» What your Life was like before you encountered Jesus Christ ?

* What differences Faith made in jesus christ has made in you life so
far?

* What are your hopes for your future with Christ?
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What about the Church?

Alpha Week 8 — What about the Church?

Watch the Alpha Videos:
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438273

For Christians, the definition of church is not a building
and attending worship, instead it is a group of believers who share their
lives together.

In the Bible, the book of Acts describes life in the early days of the
church.

‘Acts 2. 42-47’

"42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 4 Everyone was filled with awe at
the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. **All the
believers were together and had everything in common. ** They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. * Every day
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, ’ praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

Question for discussion:

* What has your experience of church and fellowship been in Iran?

* What do you notice in this passage about how these believers were
sharing their lives together?

* In what ways can you contribute to the shared life of Christians here in
the Church ?

* Do you have friendships with Christians where you encourage each
other in faith?

* In what ways can you create closer friendships with other Christians?

+ After the Alpha course, how would you like to continue to meet

together?
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This booklet offers a set of billingual
discussion sessions to complement
the following Alpha videos

This course includes the

following lessons:
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How can | have faith ?
How should | pray ?
Holy Spirit Day
How should | read the Bible?
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How can | resist evil?

Alpha Week 7 — How can | resist evil?

Watch the Alpha Videos:
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438241

How Can | Resist Evil?

The devil works against all of God’s creation to ‘steal, kill and destroy’. But
Jesus has claimed victory over every work of our enemy, and promises that it is
God’s will in Christ for us to have life in all its fulness.

‘The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full.” John 10.10’

Recognise the strategies of the devil to cause destruction in our lives.

* By causing us to doubt God’s goodness and love for us. See how the serpent
speaks to Eve in Genesis three.

* By tempting us — to act in ways that are not based in faith in God but reliant on
our own strategies.

* By deceiving us — causing us to lose clarity in our thinking about God.

* By condemning us — telling us that we are guilty and cannot come back to
God or receive forgiveness.

‘Ephesians 6.10-18’ teaches us how to stand firm in faith against the
attacks of the devil.

“%Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. " Put on the full
armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. ** Therefore put on the full
armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand
your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. **Stand firm then,
with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, '°and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes
from the gospel of peace. '®1n addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. " Take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

"® And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people.”

Question for discussion:

* How can you ‘put on’ each of these items of the armour of God?
11
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Alpha Week 1 — Who is Jesus?

Watch the Alpha Video:
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438111

Questions for discussion:
e What did you think of the video?

e How did you first encounter Jesus?

e Would you like to tell your story of how you became interested in
Christianity?

o What questions have you come with that you would like to answer
before the end of the course?

Bible reading:

Read ‘Luke 5.1-11’

Read and think about this passage in your own time. How is your
encounter with Jesus, the same or different from the example of the first
disciples?
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How should | read the Bible?

Alpha Week 6 — How should | read the Bible?

Watch the Alpha Videos:
https://player.vimeo.com/video/651024041

Reading the Bible is an important part of our Christian lives because in it
we hear God speak to us.

Questions for discussion:

* Do you already have a regular way of reading the Bible that is helpful
to you?

* When do you pray?

* When do you read the Bible?

* Who or what helps you to develop in these two things?

Reading Program

Over the next week spend a short time each day, meditating on one of
these Bible passages. (Try to spend 10 minutes)

Remember to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you. You might like to write
down your thoughts into prayers.
* Psalms ‘139 . 1- €&

* Psalms’139 . 7- 10’

* Psalms 139 . 11 - 12’

* Psalms ‘139 . 13- 16’
* Psalms ‘139 .17- 18’

The Bible Project has brilliant videos to help us understand the big
themes in the books of the Bible. You can explore their content here:
Bibleproject.com/Farsi
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Why did Jesus die ?

Alpha Week 2 — Why did Jesus die?

Watch the Alpha Video:
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438129

Read ‘John 1.8-9’

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

* What does the word “confession” mean to you?
* What does the word “forgiveness” mean to you?

Christians believe that each of us alone cannot be considered righteous
and pious in the sight of God. No one can make her way to heaven by
doing good deeds alone, because even our own hearts and motives can
hinder and discourage us. Instead, Jesus took on all the sins of the
world and was crucified with them. So, every person who trusts in Jesus
wholeheartedly has this wonderful gift of exchanging their sinful nature
for Jesus’ righteousness.

Baptism vows:

* Do you reject the Devil and all rebellion against God?

» Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

* Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
* Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

* Do you submit to Christ as Lord?

* Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?

Read the baptismal vows. There are three major decisions about turning away
from your former life and three oaths and covenants to begin life in Jesus
Christ.

Questions for discussion:

* What changes should you see in your life?
* What does it mean to surrender your life to Jesus Christ?
4
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Holy Spirit Day

Ask — once you have repented and believed in Jesus, all you need do is
ask God for the gift of the Holy Spirit and he will give it.

Bible reading:

Read ‘John 20. V19 - 22’

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit.”
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How can | have faith ?

Alpha Week 3 — How can | have faith?

Watch the Alpha Video:
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438139

In today’s video, faith in Jesus Christ is compared to a marriage

relationship.

There is the growing relationship with the person of Jesus which begins
whenever we make the decision to find out more about him.

These is the decision to make a public commitment to follow him and to
be a part of the family of the church — that is baptism.Then there is the
on-going choice to keep living every day with Jesus’ commands and
love at the centre of our lives, so that we grow to be more and more like
Him. This journey lasts our whole lives.

Read ‘Luke 14.28-30’
“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all
who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build
and was not able to finish.”

Questions for discussion:

» Jesus calls us to count the cost of discipleship before committing to
become his follower.
How does this passage make you feel?

* What questions might you want to ask before you feel ready to be
publicly known as a Christian?

* What impact might it have on your family life? On your friendships?

* Who is encouraging you and praying for you?
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Holy Spirit Day

« Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to his followers. ‘John 14.16-18’
* At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’ disciples, and then was
given to all who believed in the name of Jesus. ‘Acts 2.1-4’

What does the Holy Spirit do?

1. The Holy Spirit adopts us into God’s family. We become children of
God, our Heavenly Father. ‘Romans 8.14-16’

2. We see the Fruits of the Spirit grow in our lives, e.g. Love, Joy,
Peace

3. The Holy Spirit frees us from past behaviours that were against the
will of God for our lives. ‘2 Corinthians 3.12-18’

4. The Holy Spirit helps us to pray and to understand about Jesus from
the Bible ‘Romans 8.26-27’

5. The Holy Spirit unites Christians as one family who love one
another. ‘Ephesians 4.1’

6. The Holy Spirit gives us power to use our gifts for the growth of the
church. “1 Corinthians 12.4-11’

How can I receive the Holy Spirit?

Repent — we have to let go of our desire to run life in our own strength
and with our own priorities. If Jesus is Lord of our life, we will seek to
follow him in every way.

Believe — That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that you have life
in his name alone.

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptised
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2.38
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How should | pray ?

Alpha Week 4 — How should | pray?

Watch the Alpha Video:
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438159

Nicky Gumbel said in the video: ‘Prayer is the most important activity of
your life because you were created for a relationship with God, and we
communicate with God through prayer.’

Jesus himself gave us a pattern for how to pray in the Lord’s Prayer. We
don’t have to use these exact words, but can use the themes in it to help
us decide what to pray about.

Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Questions for discussion:

* What is it appropriate for us to talk to God about?
* Do you have experience of God answering your prayers?

* Do you think God answers all our prayers? Why or why not?
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https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438159

Holy Spirit Day

Alpha Week 5 — Holy Spirit Day

Watch the Alpha Videos:

e WHO is the Holy Spirit?
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438188
o WHAT does the Holy Spirit DO?
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438197
e How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit
https://player.vimeo.com/video/649438214

Who is the Holy Spirit?
The Holy Spirit is God’s creative, active presence, always working to
save us and always testifying about Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit was present at the beginning of all things.
‘Genesis 1.1-2’

God gave the Holy Spirit to certain people in the Old Testament. Here
are some examples:

Bezalel — was filled with the Spirit so that he could be creative and make
beautiful artwork. ‘Exodus 31.1-5’

Gideon — the Holy Spirit enabled him to be a brave warrior who would
save God’s people. ‘Judges 6.12’

Isaiah — the Holy Spirit made him a prophet so that he could proclaim
God’s good news for his people. ‘Isaiah 61.1°

Ezekiel — Proclaimed that God would replace people’s heart of stone
with a heart of flesh so that they could follow Him. ‘Ezekiel 36.26-2°

Joel — prophesied that the Holy Spirit would soon be poured out on all
people. ‘Joel 2.28-29’

» At the birth of Jesus, everyone near to him was filled with the Holy
Spirit. Jesus himself was filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism. ‘Mark
1.9-171° 7
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