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Episode 8 -1 Am He
Read John 4.5-15

5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a
drink’. 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan
woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)[b] 10 Jesus
answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
“Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” 11 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well
is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank
from it?’ 13 Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, 14 but those who drink of the water that | will give them will never be
thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing
up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that |
may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’

Questions

1-The different characters in this episode react to Jesus’ directions in different
ways. Who do you relate to most today? Is it easy or hard to be a follower of
Jesus?

2 -The woman at the well is so excited to share her discovery of Jesus. Can you
think of a time when you have felt such an urge to speak about Jesus? (It could

be now or in the past.)

Bible passages relating to this episode:

Genesis 33:18-20 (Jacob arrives in Shechem)
John 4:1-42 (The Samaritan woman at the well)
Luke 4.38-39 (Jesus heals Simon’s mother-in-law)
Mark 2:13-17 (Jesus eats with sinners)

Matthew 9:9-13 (Jesus eats with Matthew [aka Levi])
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Discussion Questions and Bible Study
to accompany TV series

The Chosen, created by Dallas Jenkins

Episode1 |Have Called You by Name
Episode 2 Shabbat

Episode 3 Jesus Loves the Little Children
Episode4 The Rock on Which itis Built
Episode 5 The Wedding Gift

Episode 6 Indescribable Compassion
Episode 7 Invitations

Episode8 [|AmHe

Introduction

The Chosen is a TV interpretation of the events recorded in the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. It takes the stories and imagines the other
events that might have taken place in those times in the lives of the
disciples.

As we watch, there will be opportunities to see and think about how the
gospel events fit into the historical context of the time, and we will see how
Jesus challenged people’s assumptions about what God is like and how
they should live their lives. We will walk alongside the disciples as they first
encountered Jesus and we will see how, in getting to know him, their lives
were transformed.

Before we watch each episode, we will read a Bible passage which relates
to the story and we will ask some questions which we can think about
during the show and discuss together afterwards.

A word of encouragement — watching a TV series can never replace the
importance of having a practice of reading the Bible for ourselves. If the
events in the episodes inspire you and speak to you, take the opportunity
over the week ahead to look up the Bible passages and read them for
yourself. After all, why just watch the encounter of the first disciples with
Jesus Christ when you too can encounter the living Jesus in your life through
reading the Bible and turning your thoughts into a prayer conversation with
Him! 1
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Episode 7- Invitations

Read Numbers 21:4-9

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea,[b] to go around the
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5 The people
spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest
this miserable food.” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous[c] serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people
came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and
against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous[d]
serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and
live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.

Questions

1 — Both Nicodemus and Matthew have been observing Jesus for some time
when they are offered the invitation to follow him. Do you relate more to
Nicodemus or to Matthew in their different approaches to Jesus?

2 - Were you surprised at how quickly Matthew agrees to follow Jesus in
comparison to how timid Nicodemus is? What do you think the reason for their
different responses is?

3 — Many of us will have someone in our lives who is an interested observer of
our own faith in Jesus. Can you identify someone in your life who is a Matthew
or Nicodemus type character? How might you extend an invitation to them to
get closer to Jesus?

Bible passages relating to this episode:

Numbers 21:4-9 (Moses and the bronze snake)

John 3:1-21 (Jesus teaches Nicodemus)

Matthew 9:9-13 (Jesus calls Matthew to follow Him)

Luke 18:18-23; and Luke 19:1-10; (Two contrasting responses to Jesus’
I nvitation)

John 19:39-40 (Nicodemus’ faith in the end?)
9
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Episode 1 -1 Have Called You by Name
Read Isaiah 43.1-3

But now, this is what the Lord says
he who created you, Jacob,
he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have summoned you by name; you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
3 Forlam the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.

Questions

1-Which character in the episode do you see yourself in? Why?

2 - Jesus offers a fresh hope to each person he meets. What do you think the
hope is that any of the characters wanted or needed in this story?

3 - ‘Fear not, for | have redeemed you.” What do these words, spoken by God,
mean to you?

Bible passages relating to this episode:

Isaiah 43.1-7
John 3:1 (Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin (Jewish
ruling councilin Jerusalem)
Luke 8.1-3 (Mary was from Magdala and had seven demons cast out of her.)
Matthew 10:3 (Matthew was a tax collector - employed by the Romans but
considered a horrible traitor by his fellow Jews. He was viewed as a
collaborator with the enemy, and because he made his money by charging
more than the Romans asked him to collect.)
Mark 1.30 (Simon Peter was married.)
Matthew 4.18 (Simon Peter had a brother named Andrew.)
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Episode 6 - Indescribable Compassion
Read Luke 5:12-16

12 Once, when he was in one of the cities, there was a man covered with
leprosy.[b] When he saw Jesus, he bowed with his face to the ground and
begged him, ‘Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.’ 13 Then Jesus]c]
stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, ‘Il do choose. Be made clean.’
Immediately the leprosy[d] left him. 14 And he ordered him to tell no one. ‘Go’,
he said, ‘and show yourself to the priest, and, as Moses commanded, make an
offering for your cleansing, for a testimony to them.’ 15 But now more than ever
the word about Jesus[e] spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear him
and to be cured of their diseases. 16 But he would withdraw to deserted places
and pray.

Questions

1 -This episode contains characters who demonstrate a bold faith — they won’t
let anything stop them from coming to Jesus. What do you think they believed

about Jesus and what he could do for them?

2 - At the end of this episode, Nicodemus accuses Shmuel of putting God in a
box, of limiting how awesome God is and how he might choose to work. Do we
ever run the risk of limiting our expectations of how God might work, who he

might want to bless and how?

Bible passages relating to this episode:
Luke 5.12-16 (Jesus heals a leper)

Luke 5.17-26 (Jesus heals the paralytic)
Matthew 6:1-18; (Giving to the needy and prayer)

Luke 12:36-48; (The parable of the servants awaiting their master)
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Episode 2 - Shabbat
Read Exodus 20:8-11

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 For six days you shall labour
and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God;
you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the

seventh day; therefore, the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

Questions

In this episode we see normal 1st Century Jewish worship taking place, includ-
ing Shabbat — the day of rest, which Jesus would definitely have practised.

1-What do you think the disciples felt as they shared their Shabbat with Jesus?
2 — How do you make time for rest, community and enjoying Jesus’ presence in

your life every week?

Bible passages relating to this episode:

Exodus 20:8-11 (The 3rd Commandment)

Exodus 31:14-17; (The 3rd Commandment explained)

Luke 14:1, 7-11; (Healing on the Sabbath; places of honour)
John 1:45-46; (Can anything good come from Nazareth?)

John 9:1, 6-12; (Healing of the man blind from birth on the Sabbath)
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Episode 5 - The Wedding Gift
Read John 2.1-11

2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’
4 And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My
hour has not yet come.’ 5 His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells
you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the
jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, ‘Now
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. 9 When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first,
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have
kept the good wine until now.’ 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Questions

By his first miracle, Jesus used a normal event — the need for wine at a wedding
celebration —to reveal his glory.

1 — Can you think of a normal event in your life which Jesus has used to show
his glory? What happened?

2 - Is there anything coming up in your week where you want to ask Jesus to
help you?

Bible passages relating to this episode:

John 2:1-11 (Jesus turns water into wine)
Luke 2:41-52 (Jesus is found in the temple)
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Episode 3 - Jesus Loves the Little Children
Read Luke 18.15-17

15 People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and
when the disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it. 16 But Jesus
called for them and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 17 Truly | tell
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never

enterit.’

Questions

There is no record of Jesus entertaining and teaching children in the way that is
shown in this episode, but the show still wants us to think about the way Jesus
values children.

1 - What does it say about the character of God that Jesus welcomes children
so warmly?

2 -What does it mean to you to receive the kingdom of God like a little child?

3 - How does this depiction of Jesus’ character help you to pray?

Bible passages relating to this episode:

Deuteronomy 6:4-5; (The Jewish confession of faith)
Isaiah 61:1-2; (He sent me to bring good news...)
Luke 4:18-19; (The spirit of the Lord is upon me)
Luke 18: 15-17; (Jesus called the little children)
Mark 10: 14; (Let the children come to me)

Matthew 6: 9-15; (The Lord’s Prayer)

Matthew 18:3-5; (Become like the children)
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Episode 4 - The Rock on Which it is Built
Read Matthew 4.18-22

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were
fishermen. 19 And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make you fish for
people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called

them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Questions

Jesus offers total transformation when we follow him, but often we have to give
up our old ways of living in order to walk in his way.

1-What did Simon and Andrew have to let go of in order to follow Jesus?

2 - What has Jesus called you to let go of in order to follow him in your life?

3 - Simon and Andrew were given a new focus — to become fishers of men. Can

you see how Jesus may be inviting you to use your talents to serve him?

Bible passages relating to this episode:

Matthew 13:47-52; (The Parable of the Net)
Matthew 4:18-22; (The call of the first disciples)
Matthew 3:1-7; (John the Baptist)

Luke 8:10; (Knowledge of the kingdom)

Luke 5:1-11; (The call of Simon Peter)

John 1:29-34; (John the Baptist’s testimony of Jesus)
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