Bishop Jonathan writes...

As I write, I am preparing to travel to Tønsberg in Norway to share in the consecration as bishop of Jan Otto Myrseth, who up to now has been Dean of Bergen, and instrumental in our link with that Diocese. A few months ago, I took another weekend trip of more significant dimensions in order to join in consecrating Bishop Ignatius Makumbe, now Bishop of Central Zimbabwe, the Diocese with which the Croydon Area is linked.

It was and will be a great privilege to be able to represent the Church of England in these very different settings, but it is also a sign of something which is not just about me, but about us as a church in this Diocese. It is of the essence of our understanding of ourselves as Anglicans that we are part of the universal church of God. Our identity does not rest in our local congregations and parishes, nor in a Diocese, but in being part of the whole body of Christ, which remains one body despite its divisions and disagreements. Whenever a minister is licensed to a new post, this text is read before they make their promises: The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, worshiping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation.

That is who we are, and it is part of the task of bishops particularly to enable the church to demonstrate that identity. So in the Church of England as many bishops as can be present join together to consecrate new bishops – and the next consecration, of the new Bishop of Crediton, will be in our own cathedral soon. We also represent our own church, as I have been doing, by joining together with Anglicans of other parts of the Communion, or with other churches with which we are in communion. By concrete actions – being there, joining in laying on of hands and prayer – we demonstrate that we are united in that common faith, that we recognise one another as equally part of that one body of Christ.

Locally too, in our ecumenical gatherings and sharing in mission and worship we are doing the same thing – recognising the presence of God in one another and sharing together as much as we can in making public that common identity which lies beneath all our difference. So may I encourage you to rejoice in being part of that great body of Christ, in time and space, and to do what you can in your own discipleship to demonstrate that in Christ we are all one.
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